




NOISY ONLINE!
Visit www.noisyzine.co.uk for the latest
news and to chat with others on our mes-
sage board & chat room. The website also
offers exclusive mp3s, photos and video
clips of selected bands, so there’s no
excuse for not checking out the latest
musical talent Essex has to offer! Below is
a round-up of what you can currently
download:

Noisy’ s MP3 Player
Goldmaster Allst ars: Hunt Sabot age
(Ska with a political edge from Leigh-on-
Sea)
The Big Slow: Causality & Eye S py Fly
(Mo Fo Ambient Mix) (2 tracks of laid-
back, acoustic music from Thurrock)
Pillow Queen: She Doesn't W ant You,
She Wants Me (Upbeat, cheeky, ‘girly
rock’ from Colchester)
Bison: Cymbal Smashing Monkey (Very
heavy track from this boisterous Southend
metal outfit) 

Video Clip s
Trash Monroe: License For Infidelity
(Fast foot stomper that usually closes any
Trash show, recorded live at Noisy Night!)
Return of the Furies: Megaera (Punk
metal at it’s finest from The Furies, again
recorded live at Noisy Night!)
The Joint Conspiracy: Fool & His Son
(Wonderfully infectious bluesy rock from
The Joint! Yup, it’s another Noisy-
Nighter....)

Visit www.noisyzine.co.uk/media.html to
download these goodies!

THE BORING BIT....
Noisy! likes to think it's pretty open-minded: if you're from Essex or play live in the county and make
music loosely under the terms 'alternative', 'rock' etc. we'll at least give you a review -
metal/jazz/ska/rock/indie/acoustic/cover bands etc. - in general, we don't cover pop/garage/dance
music, largely because we know nowt about it and have to draw the line somewhere!
Warning! We do like to mix our genres and enjoy putting metal bands side-by-side with established
singer-songwriters & tribute acts, this is also reflected in the occasional gigs we put on. If you don't
like this - don't get involved!
E-mail: info@noisyzine.co.uk for a postal address to send items for review to, if you miss the dead-
line for the next issue, rest-assured your CD/whatever will be reviewed in the following issue. We
actively pursue the bands we want to interview - remember space is tight and Essex is a small place
- we want to spread the good music you guys make over many issues! In short - please don't harass
us for interviews, we'll get around to you ;) But we welcome your suggestions & feedback, of course.
To our friends from 'outta town' - we dedicate our back pages to cool stuff from around the UK and
abroad, but only the most weird & wonderful get in, because space is tight and Noisy! emerges every
6 months or so, we can manage about 1 interview per issue and that's it. Better off sending your stuff
for review to the national mags listed at the back, most of them are bigger and more regular than us!
Lastly, sometimes Noisy! carries interviews/adverts/articles regarding music-related businesses &
products - we carry these in ‘good faith’, but provide no guarantee about the quality of the prod-
ucts/services - if you experience difficulties with any companies featured, do let us know, but we
may not be able to help sort out the problem - sorry!
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BACK ISSUES

Our inaugral issue is still
available for 50p! Featuring:
Trash Monroe, Return of the
Furies, Music Utopia,
Bubblegum Slut zine &
Jerome Experience inter-
views, reviews, articles on
Internet radio, creating a
press pack, Hallelujah
Johnson, Ox-I-Moron & plen-
ty more! 2

Well, here we are again. It's been around six months since issue one
crept into everyone's consciousness, and a lot has happened since
then! We made new friends, had a whole load of CDs sent to us for
review, got mentions in Record Collector & Rock Sound mags
amongst others, and put a gig on in Southend which raised £230 for
local charity Harp!
If issue 1 focused on what great unsigned/undiscovered talent we
have here in Essex, then issue 2 is certainly a testament to how well
some of our homegrown artists are doing - Absent Kid, Echelon and
Rick Oliver have all released records on significant labels over the
past year. The Carmen Pimps have found an appreciative audience in
the USA as well as at home, and are making big steps in their career
thanks to a management deal with A&M Entertainment in America. Of
course, we still found time to investigate the less well known things:
Humane Music is an electronica label based in Southend but putting
out records by artists from all over the World, Novella are a post-hard-
core outfit from Colchester and there's even a guide to charity shop-
ping in Southend for the vinyl loving bargain hunters amongst us.
Thanks for all the support, nice messages and help with promotion
we've had since issue 1 came out - we really appreciate it!
Noisy! 
All enquiries, orders, please e-mail: info@noisyzine.co.uk in the first
instance (we are still working on getting that PO BOX! If anyone
knows of anywhere in the Southend area that offers a - preferably
affordable - service, let us know!) 



NOISY NEWS!

Fans of Ox-i-Moron were treated to their first taste of the band’s sound thanks to
a special offer on their website forum. ‘Frank Sinatra’s Gunna Break My Legs’ - an
exclusive one track CD & the band’s first release - was given to members of the
band’s message board as a ‘thank you’ for their continued support. The band plan
to continue these giveaways in the future, so to make sure you don’t miss out next
time around, log on to www.oximoron.co.uk now!

Mushroom Rehearsal S tudios are branching out into new  things! Club Mushroom is a new gig night
organised by the Mushroom team and will take place regularly at The Grand Hotel, Leigh-on-sea. If
you’re on the web, listen to the new radio-style ‘podcast’ - a selection of tracks by the best unsigned tal-
ent at Mushroom! More info: www.mushroomrehearsalstudios.com

Where does Noisy! go when it needs the low down on the latest gigs and events it’s missed? Phoenix
FM’s Brentwood’ s Only Alternative Show that’s where! This online radio show covers local gigs - usu-
ally with interviews and photos - plus stuff from further afield. Check out www.phoenixfm.com/boa for cov-
erage of The Leeds Festival, interviews with Hayseed Dixie, Ben Folds, Towers Of London and oh yeah,
even photos of our very own ‘Noisy Night’ gig!

Swiss author Roland Jost has released a book on 1970s Canvey Island band Dr. Feelgood. Titled From
Roxette T o Ramona - Dr Feelgood And W ilko Johnson On Record , the book contains essays on Dr.
Feelgood & Wilko Johnson, as well as discographical information. The hardcover book has around 640
pages (ISBN 3-033-00460-1) and comes with a 45rpm (7") tribute single to Dr. Feelgood/Lee Brilleaux by
‘Doctor's Order’. The book can be purchased online from: http://www.drfeelgood.ch/book.htm and costs
90 Euros (70 Euros for the book plus 20 Euros for postage and packing) - that’s around £60!!

Issue 1 of Noisy! officially made history when one of our readers submit-
ted their copy to the time capsule in Kew Gardens, London, this Summer,
along with other artifacts people thought best represented the present
day. This leaves us pondering, when the capsule is dug up in ten years
time, will any of the bands featured in that issue be mega-famous?! Even
more, uh, interestingly, a knitted version of Marilyn Manson was snapped
holding a copy of the mag, too (see picture)! If anyone else reading this
can think of an imaginitive place to put their copy of Noisy! - let us know,
or better still send us a photo and we’ll do a feature next issue....

From Out side Earth Records is a new  record label set up by Dan & Andy of gamefoe.co.uk, their first
release is an album by Day Of The Fight, called Modern Rock Hall of Fame and costs just £7 from
www.foerecords.co.uk

DRUMMER REQUIRED!
Female-fronted Essex metal band In Shadow are currently searching for a drummer to complete their
line-up, if you are interested in the position, find out more about the band from their website: 
www.inshadow.net or telephone: 07748 157240 for more information.

The good people at www.bestbadges.co.uk have offered Noisy readers a special discount on badge orders,
visit the website to order & make sure you mention ‘trashy zine discount’ on your order form to qualify! 3

Colchester-based fanzine Bubblegum Slut celebrates it’s 5th birthday this Autumn! The 20th issue of the
glam/goth/sleaze mag is a special anniversary issue with a super-duper colour cover boasting that
omnipresent fluffly heart, and has an impressive list of features including interviews with rocker Zodiac
Mindwarp, legendary groupie, model (& now rock star in her own right) Bebe Buell, The Backyard Babies
and The Mission, plus all the latest news, reviews and alternative culture features any self-respecting
glammy has come to depend on over the past half-decade! Get your copy for only £1 plus 35p stamped
addressed envelope from: 27 Stores Lane, Tiptree, Essex, C05 0LH, contact
bubblegumslutzine@gmail.com for information on subscriptions and advertising. See our back pages for
more information on independent zines from all over the country we recommend and support the small
press!



N O V E L L A

e c h e l o n
You may have heard of Echelon. This Chelmsford
lot joined Alan McGee’s Poptones label in 2004,
releasing debut single ‘Plus’ in the autumn of that
year. Since then, it’s been a relatively quiet period
for the band, occasionally punctuated with the odd
gig, Summer festival slots, and mentions on XFM.
Almost one year later the four-piece release their
second single: the double A Side 'Windows
Shut'/'This Room' on 17th October. So what to
make of Echelon's sound? It's been called prog-
rock, it's been compared to Radiohead & Coldplay,
listeners have marvelled at the changing time sig-
natures & opinions have been sharply divided with
one critic deeming it "real music" and another dis-
missing it as "passionless, emotionless rock".
'Windows Shut' is dark, sprawling & brooding and
yet somehow manages to be more accessible than
former single 'Plus', 'This Room' justifies its joint A
Side status with a slightly less confrontational, easy
listening approach that sees vocalist Paul Usher
practically crooning the chorus "please don't stop
with words that tend to break my heart". Echelon
may have stumbled upon the crucial middle ground
between introspective, muso experimentation and

radio friendly brit rock, a winning combination that
could easily see them becoming successors to the
likes of indie hipsters The Beta Band.
Echelon are good, very good. If you like your indie
with a Radiohead attitude and a Chris Martin wail -
buy the record, before it's shoved down your throat
by every DJ & music show in the country.
www.echelonmusic.co.uk
'Windows Shut'/'This Room' out now on
Poptones in vinyl & CD format

A very smart Echelon, in a room full of pine.

Novella are a five-piece Colchester band made up
of Dave Ridgewell (vocals), Sacha Mett (bass),
Lyndon Holland (guitar), Fergus Jones (guitar) and
Rhiannon Gray (drums).
The band say they incorporate traditional post-hard-
core elements into their music, but aren’t afraid to
experiment by throwing some unorthodox swing

rhythms and jazz aspects into the mix, too.
Despite only playing their first gig at Colchester’s
legendary Twist in December 2004, the band are
gathering a loyal following and their first demo
demonstrates a very strong sound that belies their
infancy as a group. ‘Flowers’ starts off as a emo-
tional assault on your senses with twiddly guitars
and plenty of screaming, but an unexpected jazzy
interlude serves up an instant reminder that this
band is a little different from the legions of others
doing this on MTV2 right now. ‘Romeo’ is what
Metallica would sound like if they made a goth
record, and lastly the melodic ‘Quarantine Kiss’ is
probably the most mainstream sounding track on
this very promising first release.
Novella are an example of a band taking recent
trends and giving them their own edge, adding their
own unique touches - it’s incredibly accomplished
music which will no doubt see the popularity of the
band increase rapidly, possibly well beyond the
local band scene. 
For further information: www.novellarock.com
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Describing their sound as "like Led Zeppelin playing the S tone Temple Pilot s house warming p arty whilst
Jim Morrison regales in t ales of Guns n Roses exuberant and indulgent p ast", Basildon's Carmen Pimp s
are making big waves up and down the country playing their p articular brand of energetic classic rock.
Noisy sat down for a chat with S teve (vocals) and Eddie (guit ars) to discuss America, The Darkness and
all things pimp!

Sophia: How long have you been together and when did you meet?
Steve: I believe we've been together 8 months... 
Eddie: Me and Dean, the drummer, were in a local band called Finer, we got quite big and we had a few labels
interested, and then we hit a creative wall with our old singer, who was also called Steve. So we all split up, it was
amicable. I guess you could say what we were doing before Steve joined was a bit like Incubus, quite technical
music, like muso stuff, our time signatures... and so we just wanted to go back to playing music we enjoyed. I used
to work at a local guitar shop and I heard someone playing bass in one of the rehearsal rooms, I went in there and
it turned out to be Lee and we got chatting, we had an audition with him and it worked out well. We looked all over
the country for a singer, the other singer we had before was a really good singer, and we were looking for some-
one who was completely different but could top that, you know? We were looking all around, Scotland, Wales,
everywhere, and it was just by chance, whilst I was working again, a drummer mutual friend was saying about
Steve, who'd been doing some stuff with Stuart Cable from Stereophonics, and we hooked up once for a jam and
within about 3 or 4 songs we knew it was working....
S: We couldn't think of a reason good enough not to do it!
S: 8 or 9 months isn't very long really , I didn't know you hadn't been together for such a short time!
E: It's still at an infant stage and we're still growing. If you look at some of the earlier stuff we've done, 'Longbird',
and when you go up to the other stuff like 'One More Time', there's more of a conscious effort, we are always grow-
ing, but nine months isn't long really, to make a few records, which is the main thing.
S: How would you describe your music to someone who hasn't heard you before?
S: Erm.. rock (laughs)
E: I would describe it as 'classic rock', I've looked at other sites and they've said alternative rock, but the bottom
line is looking at our influences, going back to bands like Led Zeppelin, AC/DC, The Stones, The Beatles - for the
song writing influences - although we haven't got mop tops and doing harmonies and stuff like that, we've still got
the influences song writing. Then modern bands like Jane's Addiction, Audioslave, Soundgarden, stuff like that. So
basically you just throw it in a pot and start stewing it up, but yeah it's just classic rock and it's accessible - 'acces-
sible rock music' I suppose.
S: Yeah, that's the feeling I got when I first heard it, 'classic rock', but not everyone likes that term!
E: People think of The Scorpions and cock rock, stuff like that. There are other bands around trying to go that way,
with the spandex and stuff like that, it's not my cup of Bovril. When I say classic rock I am thinking more of AC/DC
etc. slightly heavier stuff...

CARMEN PIMPS
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S: How much have you recorded so far? And do
you have CDs, or is the music just available on
your website?
S: Yeah it's two demos, three songs on each, and there
is stuff on the website, I don't think you can download
it...
E: Eventually you will be able to download it but what
we are trying to get is people to listen to songs on
there, and then people can e-mail us and say "I like
these songs" and we can actually custom make a CD
and send it off, we are trying to do it that way. We're try-
ing to get people involved, we go to gigs and sell CDs
and people are like "oh, has it got this song on?" and
so that way they can say "we want these 3 songs" and
you've covered all your bases then....
S: That's a really good idea! How did you think of
the name 'Carmen Pimp s'? It's pretty unusual!
S: Eddie came up with the name...
E: 'Carmen' is Latin for 'noise'; apparently, I was just
going by what it had on the Internet! 'Pimps' - we are
selling music, so it was just a joke. It's just like a mutu-
al joke among the band, we have a joke about pimps
and stuff - we don't think we're Snoop Dog or anything
like that...
S: Although we'd love to do a record with Snoop Dog! 
E: Yeah! We're bang up for that! (laughs)
S: So we've kind of already covered this, but I was
going to ask what your influences were - I assumed
they would be classic stuff like Led Zeppelin etc.
What made you produce this style of music, com -
pared to other stuff (e.g. indie)?
S: I've always been a massive fan of classic rock. Guns
N' Roses, obviously grew up with them in my teens,
Led Zeppelin were obviously quite a way before, but in
my mind Led Zeppelin are still one of the best rock
bands ever. But, just purely I don't think you hear
enough classic rock, and The Darkness came out, and
I think they really opened the doors up, I honestly
thought there would be an influx of classic rock bands
after them, but even they've sort of....
E: Gone away... When I first started playing guitar
about 10 years ago or whatever, the first albums I ever
bought were 'Appetite For Destruction' and 'Nevermind'
- obviously from listening to that you had the whole
Slash thing, and I was a massive Slash fan because he
had the afro and all the women and I was sort of sere-
naded by it all, and then there was the other side of the
spectrum where Kurt Cobain was saying playing guitar
and all that excess is bollocks, and stuff like that. I had
that sort of confliction in my head, so I made a con-
scious effort not to listen to Led Zeppelin because I
used to read guitar magazines, or any magazines and
they'd mention Led Zeppelin and I was thinking, "I don't
want to do that, I wanna try and do something else".
But I found, the guitar players that are big influences on
me like Rage Against The Machine, Tom Morello and
Slash and the Joe Perry's were basically second gen-
eration Led Zeppelin and I used to say to people "oh,
listen to this music" and they'd say "well, listen to Led
Zeppelin, this is where it all came from". The main thing
that got me started was initially the second generation

who were influenced by Led Zeppelin.
S: Do you think the 'spect acle' has gone out of rock
and roll?!
E: Me and Steve had this chat because we've always
said there are singers and there are front men. If you
look at someone like Oasis, even though it's not similar
music, Liam Gallagher's a front man and he can get
people involved, same as Richard Ashcroft from the
Verve etc. I think what's happened is you had the whole
'cocaine nights' of the 80s, and obviously the Oasis
thing was hedonistic and stuff like that, but now, if you
started to have all those explosions and stuff that would
be a backwards step. But then you go and see Robbie
Williams and he's running around and doing all this
stuff and it's cool and people want to see that, but I
think with rock, even when you go and see bands like
AC/DC all they have got is two stages where they can
run on and the inflatable fat bird, 'Rosie'..."whole lotta
Rosie" in the background, and that's it, you know, it's all
basically about the music and I think that's what's
changed, in the 80s it was all about the spectacle and
now it's more about the music.
S: Yeah, revolving drum kits and all that stuff...
E: Tommy Lee doing all that stuff. I think people just get
bored of it. It comes to a point where you go home from
the show and you think "well, I've seen that so what
more have I got from the music?" and I think that's
where, as I say with the Led Zeppelin thing, although
they could play live and it was a spectacle it was more
about their musicianship, a muso thing. People used to
go there and think "oh, John Bonham's a wicked drum-
mer" etc. but it was all about the music, there was no
spectacular lights and if they could fill 200,000 capaci-
ty venues, Knebworths and stuff, without all that, then
there's no excuse for it, but that's just my opinion, any-
way.
S: So are The Pimp s a 'good time band'?"
S: That's the idea of this band, isn't it really? Before I
joined this band they were quite muso, I had to kick
them into shape a bit. For me, and I think for Ed as well,
in relation to our music, we just want to make good
music, timeless music, obviously you can hear our
influences, it's Led Zeppelin etc. but just memorable
music as well. 
E: What pisses me off now, is that there's some places
up in London, like the big venues, and it actually says
on their web page, the sort of music they want to hear
- "just read the NME" - so obviously they are just fol-
lowing trends and it's so annoying because all you get
is Coldplay wannabe bands and I like Coldplay, I think
they are a good band, not everyone's cup of tea but I
think they're good and they've evolved and that's cool,
but basically you're saying whoever's flavour of the
month you're going to book them, and I understand
from a business point of view, but it's just a shame that
no one's got the balls to stand up and say....
S: The Darkness....
E: Yeah like you say they kicked open the doors, with
walls of Marshall amps and spandex, and we thought
"yep, this is all gonna happen", and there was a rumour
of a Van Halen thing going to happen, and then it all
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sort of petered away, where the NME obviously could-
n't get around all these students and I've never heard
The Bloc Party and stuff like that so I don't really know
much about it but it's just a shame someone hasn't got
the balls to stand up and say... With the whole Oasis
thing, the bottom line is, every Thursday, Friday or
Saturday night, people used to put on 'Definitely
Maybe' or 'Morning Glory' and they used to have it blar-
ing out and everyone used to be up for it, just going out
and having a good time, and I just don't see now how
people can go out and listen to other bands like Athlete
or whatever and do that, because I'd be like "yeah well
I'm depressed and I gotta go and pay my student loan!"
But that's just me; I can't speak for the band...
S: I think with The Darkness, I know they have a
new album coming out, but I think some people
may think they are 'one trick ponies'!?
S: They haven't got another bass player yet though,
have they? I heard they were gonna be a three piece,
Justin was gonna play bass, and they had one album
scrapped....
E: Mutt Lange was involved?
S: Yeah...
E: He always does a lot of hits, but like you say, he's a
strange guy that Justin Hawkins, he bigs himself up
and puts himself on a pedestal, but it's been a long time
with no music...
S: And they had how long to write their first album? And
he must be about 37, Justin Hawkins...
E: He's an old guy...
S: And they are good songs...
E: He used to write jingles...
S: Yeah! The Ikea one! OK, L yrics - do all of you
write lyrics, or just a few of you?
S: Ed will normally play a riff, and for every 10 riffs Ed
plays, about 3 of them spark something
E: For instance like 'Let It Go' me and you (Steve) said
this is one where we are actually going to have to go
and write this, so we went around with acoustic guitars
and actually wrote that rather than the other stuff where
we have a jam...
S: It pretty much stems from a riff, he'll (Eddie) play a
riff and something will come, won't it?
E: Dean and Lee won't have a problem with us saying
that the majority of the stuff is written by me and Steve,
but then we'll take it, and Dean and Lee will do their
interpretation of it, which might change it slightly but if
they change it to the point where we are not happy with
it, we'll say "we're not happy with it", but I think that's a
fair comment. Dean's helped with 'Waiting All Day' -
come up with a couple of lyrics and stuff, but we're
always open....
S: You are co-managed by A&M Entert ainment in
America - how did that come about & what are the
benefit s of this? Have you been/will you be going
over to the S tates?
S: Firstly, Ed put a message on newbands.com, he
wrote our biography ("Guns N' Roses Meets...."), they
saw that and asked to hear our demo, we had just done
our first demo, and we sent them that and they offered
us a contract, and we looked into it, and I think at the

moment we are they only unsigned act they've got.
E: That's right, the benefits of having something like
that, we have Jamie who co-manages us but obviously
when you contact labels & send stuff off they won't
accept unsolicited stuff and A&M have got that sort of
power to say "listen to this". I was speaking to Don in
the States today and he was saying the plan is to start
booking us from October for gigs out in the States next
February.
S: That'll be exciting then, going on tour in
America!
S: Yeah, everything I've done, I think it's the same for
you, Ed, like in my old band etc. I've always had a bet-
ter response in the States for the music I do. I think it's
because our sort of music is... because there's so
many different states and each state has it's own music
- Nashville, Country and stuff like that.
E: Even on the web you can see it can't you? Because
obviously Don sends this stuff off to people, we've had
people come back to us and say, "Come out!" and
we're like "pay the air fare and we'll go!" At the end of
the day we just want to go out and play, and that's what
it's always been about. Once it becomes a job that's
when you know it's time to stop it all...
S: So we can thank the Internet for your success so
far, and the music, of course! Apparently during
your live set you cover 'Crackerman' by S tone
Temple Pilot s - what other songs, if any , have you
covered or would like to do in the future?
S: Black Crowes 'Hard To Handle', what would we like
to cover? We've talked about it, but we're really pleased
with the new stuff...
E: With the new stuff, obviously, we've taken a good
twist, the only reason we would do a cover is because
of the crowd. We've got the gig with Deborah Bonham,
John Bonham's sister on the 30th September, and we
were thinking of doing a Led Zeppelin thing for that, but
the only time we would play a cover, would be to try and
do something completely off the rails, rather than
something that has been done before, that's why we
chose 'Crackerman' because it was really upbeat, it

was a filler gap when we were writing new songs, and
getting stronger, but that was standing out. But as time
progressed, 'Crackerman' was getting the least
response compared to the other stuff and that's been
really good, it's a pat on the back to ourselves because
it shows we've progressed and people are listening to
the stuff.
S: Yeah, I've seen other bands finish with Led
Zeppelin covers and it get s everyone going, but it's
also a bit cheeky , I think, ending things with some -
one else's song, well, such a classic one...
E: The only thing I could think that I'd want to do

“W e just want to make
good music, timeless

music....but memorable
music as well” 
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would be something like 'The Ocean', which nobody
has heard of. Or something completely abstract,
because if you're going to do something like Led
Zeppelin, you gotta put your own twist on it.
S: Yeah, if we were going to do a great song, do some-
thing no one knows, like an old blues standard
E: Yeah, we were thinking of doing a song called 'The
Hunter' which is an old Muddy Waters song, Free used
to cover it, and they did their twist on it and we'd try and
do it, just to catch people by surprise.
S: You've played at The Cavern Club, Liverpool
once, what was it like? Did you find it a bit daunt -
ing, with all the history behind the venue and are
you going back at all?
S: We're going back. No, it's just a name, and if you
took away that name it would just be a venue like a
Barfly or something like that. They've got this wall with
all the bands that have played there. It's a good venue,
we played a weeknight last time, but we are playing a
Saturday night next time.
E: When I was growing up my dad was a Stones fan
and my mum was a Beatles fan and there was no in
between, so when I went there, for me, obviously I'd
read all the books and stuff like that, so it was cool to
see. But like Steve said, you have to take into consid-
eration it's a long time ago now 40, 50 years ago, but it
was nice to play there and see it all and say we've
played there. There was a band from Argentina who
were over doing a tour, but wanted to go back to
Argentina & say that they'd played the Cavern so they
got there at about 1 O' Clock in the morning, played for
20 minutes and then went home!  Just so they could
say "we've played where The Beatles have played".
We are the first rock band that they've asked back with-
in the same year! We were chuffed. It was really nice to
go somewhere that wasn't like, within an hour's journey
and get a good response.
S: What are your thought s on the Essex music
scene?
S: To be honest, I don't know much about it! I was in
another band and we mainly did gigs in London and up
North and stuff like that. Obviously in the past you hear
about Oasis playing The Army & Navy and a friend of
ours supported Travis at The Army & Navy, and Muse,
I think they played there. But once that closed down, it's
like what else have you got? You've got Chinnery's....
E: From working in the music shop - it was one of the
big ones - I got to see quite a few of the young bands
there, a band called Twilight Superfish, they play at the
Pink Toothbrush quite a lot, they're a fucking wicked
band! I know the drummer Craig, and the bass player
they are really good - a bit like Incubus, Rage Against
The Machine. There's another band called Opium
Pillowcase - they went over to the States and they got
a massive response, and a big producer out there
wanted to do some stuff, and they're all in the later
stages of their career, as it were, so they all came back
to do their bit, but it's unpredictable music, and
Anderson Shelter, as well, they are a wicked band.
S: Listening to your songs, you guys make a really
big sound, and yet there's only one guit arist...Do

you ever find it difficult with just one guit arist?
E: I've got to give credit to Lee & Dean there, they make
such a loud noise, Dean's such a powerful drummer,
and with Lee, we had another bass player before in the
old band, and he was just playing standard route note
stuff, and with Lee, he doubles up on whatever I'm
playing, which makes it sound like there's two of us,
which is wicked, and Lee is an amazing musician, and
so it makes it easier for me. I've been quite lucky
because I've been doing sessions and stuff like that I
know how to fill a sound out, but it is one of our
strengths, isn't it? We've had stuff, like The Horndon
Festival, there was another band who was saying that
they were gonna be the loudest band of the day and
then we come off and the guys at the Fat Surfer (doing
the PA) were like, "I would never have known...it was so
intense"! I think it is where me and Lee are playing in
unison; I think that's basically it. There are no overdubs,
everything you hear on the demo, both the old one and
the new one, they're all second takes, there are no
overdubs or anything like that it's live.
S: Yeah, we just want to learn our instruments first,
record second. That's another thing with bands, more
set on the image, isn't it? You should learn your instru-
ment and then...
E: A lot of bands rush out and try and do that, and then
as they grow their sound gets bigger, but then you've
got keyboards and stuff like that, to have that sort of
sound is wicked.
S: I saw Jane's Addiction a few years ago, I'm a big
fan of Dave Navarro and the fact that he was the
only guit arist... he's fant astic!
S: I think they're all good
E: He's one of my favourite guitar players. I mean Dave
Navarro, he's a legend, there's a couple of songs that
we do, one of them is called 'Blame' and basically the
whole thing, I was just thinking, that is my interpretation
of what Dave Navarro would do. It's a song that we're
not planning to record, we're trying to keep it as a live
thing, but it gets a really good response. He's definitely
in the top 5 influences for me personally. 
S: Do you want to name the other ones?
E: Slash, Dave Navarro, Tom Morello, Peter Green,
and Paul Kossoff from Free.
S: Steve, have you got any front men, singers that
you look up to?
S: I dunno, Chris Cornell, Robert Plant... 
E: Roger Daltry, you get compared to...
S: Lastly , plans for the future - what's next for The
Carmen Pimp s?
S: Our website: www.carmenpimps.com - all our gigs
are on there
E: The next gig we've got is 21st September The
Clapham Grand, we're getting a coach for that, so it'll
be like a fiver, Oasis played there on the 22nd May this
year and we're really looking forward to it, on the 30th
September supporting Deborah Bonham at Riga,
Southend. Check on the website for the other dates...

The Carmen Pimp s play dates in London this
Autumn/W inter - check their website for det ails!
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Plugging your band online is even easier now thanks to the plethora of web sites that
offer free homep ages, message boards and mp3 hosting... but which to choose? What's
the best? Here's a quick guide to the pros and cons of a few of these services..

MySpace.com
You've probably heard of this one - everyone and their mother has a MySpace account right now! A website
that started off as just another networking community a la Friendster etc. has become huge thanks to it's
popularity with web users. If you are a band, it lets you post your songs on your very own page where visi-
tors can play tracks, add you as a friend and leave messages. You can post announcements, gig dates and
blog entries. MySpace is being taken seriously as a music marketing tool now - artists such as PJ Harvey,
Oasis and Lisa Loeb see the site as a valuable way of keeping their fan base informed of what's going on,
as well as attracting new fans to their music. Each MySpace user has their own profile, so you can find out
what other bands your fans listen to, how old they are, even their star sign! (Essentially a marketing com-
pany's dream come true!) Record labels, promoters and pretty much anybody else is also on the site, so
it's pretty invaluable for networking too...
As of writing, Fox News has purchased MySpace.com and the terms & conditions state that by uploading
content (i.e. music, photos) to the website, they have the right to copy/perform/distribute that work without
paying you. We advise you to read the terms and conditions on the site closely before posting your music!
www.myspace.com | free! | Verdict: A necessity for any band/label/promoter!

Pure Volume
A bit like sonicbirds but with fewer features, pure volume allows you to upload gig dates, music clips and
photos - like a mini-website for the technically challenged, basically. It's really geared-up for both musicians
and listeners alike, has a swish-looking front page with featured artists highlighted and basic membership is
free - there are restrictions on how many songs and photos you can put on your page, paid membership
which offers bonus features starts at $9.99 per month.
www.purevolume.com | free & paid options | Verdict: Good for those who aren’t very technically-minded
when it comes to the Internet, if you already have a website, don’t bother!

Sonicbids.com
This American website allows you to create an Electronic Press Kit (EPK - an abbreviation they have trade-
marked, no less) online for anyone interested in your band to view. You create your 'EPK' - essentially a
mini-site hosted on the Sonicbids site - and are given an address that you can link to in emails and on web-
sites, the EPK may contain audio & video clips, press clippings you have received, rider requirements, gig
dates, biography, contact info and photos. There's even a  "Promoter Drop Box": an area in each artist's
account where you can submit your EPK with one click to a list of music promoters with specific opportuni-
ties (e.g. festivals, showcases etc.) - this service does carry an extra fee. In order to create your own EPK
on sonicbirds.net, you must register. A 30-day free trial is available, but after that you have to pay a fee.
The idea behind sonic bids is that with an EPK, you only need to refer people to your EPK on the Internet,
rather than print pages/photos/produce CDs to send to people. However, it's worth remembering that not
everyone thinks the web is the 'be-all-and-end-all', and it's wise idea to have 'hard copies' of your bio, press
and music to hand should you, say, bump into David Geffen or someone, unexpectedly!
www.sonicbids.com | free 30-day trial, else monthly ($5.95)/6 months ($29.95)/annual fee ($49.95) |
Verdict: If you’ve got cash to chuck about, go for it, else, get those envelopes ready & go postal instead!

UKBands.net
Focusing soley on the UK unsigned band scene, this site boasts, "you can do just about anything you can
do on myspace" - create a profile, make contacts, upload mp3s etc. Joining is free and there are also gig
guides, message boards about every aspect of the biz and info on industry stuff too. Worth a look!
www.ukbands.net | free | Verdict: Pretty good, this has been recommended to me by some bands, but even
they imply myspace.com is fantastic, so make sure you join that too!

It's worth remembering that although these sites offer services that help you put your
music/band online, it's still up to you to draw people's attention to it! Make friends with
other users, see who else uses the site and remember to put any web addresses you
have on any press/emails you send out! Know a cool site we missed out? E-Mail:
info@noisyzine.co.uk & tell us, we’ll mention it next issue.

Recordscout.com
Huge directory of unsigned artists covering everything from rock to hip hop to Electronica to Leftfield. You
can create a profile on there for free with links to your website and details such as biography etc. However,
the website's organisers choose which bands music appears on their mp3 player and visitors can vote for
their favourite acts online. The site also reviews music in its publication, which goes out to record stores
around the country. Personally, I find the design of the site a bit cluttered - there's so much information and
it's all a mass of grey and white! They also refer to 50 Cent as 'pop' - bet he'll be pleased.
www.recordscout.com | free | Verdict: Well worth joining!
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Humane Music is an Essex-based electronica label
releasing music by artist s from all over the W orld.
We wanted to find out more, so here's an interview
with label founder Richey Estcourt....

Can you st art off by introducing Humane Music &
your role in it please?
Humane Music is a small music label which has sprung
up over the course of the last year or so.   At the
moment, there's about a dozen CDs available from a
variety of studio-based musicians ranging from dark-
wave pop to ambient jazz.  I started HM, and tend to
keep this moving, so you could say I'm steering it…

Why did you decide to st art up Humane Music?
It started as a joint website for my own music and that
of Jules.  We were both writing and producing good
music without any exposure, so I decided that we could
share a website.  There is very much a DIY ethos on
Humane Music, and I saw a split-website as being the
modern-day equivalent to a split 7" days of old.
Gradually, we found other artists with whom we shared
practices and direction.

As the name of the label suggest s, you like to rep -
resent/promote human and animal right s, can I ask
why you chose to promote awareness of these
issues through your label? Do you think music in
general has the ability to draw attention to political
situations and potentially change them?
To be perfectly honest, I can't remember how or when
I arrived at the decision to combine the musical side of
things with the animal welfare issues, but it still makes
sense a year on, and it's something that most of the
people involved in HM have a stake in, one way or
another.  We are not actively 'promoting' these causes,
as we are first and foremost a music label.  The links
and statements are there to provide a little background
to the people involved.  We did set this up at a point
where no-one knew who we were after all….

You are very specific about the kind of music you
promote - "song-based electronica, free
of samples, original & melodic.." Do you
dislike the use of samples in music gen -
erally , for example, or is such a rule in
place to avoid nasty royalty/legal issues
that can occur with sampling someone
else's music?!
I think it helps for small labels to be focused
on the kind of music they're interested in,
and that means you have to draw thresholds
of what you're prepared to handle, and what
you're not.  The music on HM reflects my

tastes and interests in music, and generally, I like
melody , and I'm not interested in listening to records
made from other people's work.  The legal side of
things is something I cheerfully avoid by dealing only
with original recordings!

Do you think it is easier to release music inde -
pendently nowadays, since the introduction of CD
burning equipment for home computers etc. has
really put the process of CD production into the
hands of more people? On a similar theme, could
the same be said for electronic music it self - key -
boards and other specialist equipment must be
quite expensive, but with new computers & sof t-
ware coming onto the market all the time, is it eas -
ier to make electronic music now , more than ever
before?!
It's infinitely easier.  Previous generations of musicians
have missed out on the possibilities available to musi-
cians today, which is a shame.
Computers can make things a little easier and less
time-consuming, but there always has to be an original
talent or passion behind the music, otherwise you go
into precisely the musical realms I try to avoid….

What advice, if any , would you give someone look -
ing to set up their own label?
Take time to decide what you want to achieve, and
enjoy it.

What do you look for in an artist & their music,
when considering releasing their music on your
label?
I like a little intellect and thought put into the music, and
I like artists to have genuine pride and affection for their
work.

Do you only sell your releases through your web -
site: www.humane-music.co.uk , or are there other
outlet s for the CDs you put out?
At the moment, they're just on the website.  It's some-
thing we'll look at in the future, but independent record
shops are a fast disappearing thing…. 

What do you think of the electronica scene in gen -
eral? I know popular artist s such as Faithless and
Goldfrapp are doing rather well, but surely it must
be quite difficult for emerging/unsigned electronica
acts to get attention/gigs comp ared to, say , rock
bands, who already have an est ablished circuit to

break into? Or is there a whole under -
ground scene I'm not aware of!? 
It wouldn't surprise me if the mainstream
completely disappeared altogether in the
future.  For years and years, there have
been middlemen between the musician and
the listener, taking between them, almost
100% of the proceeds.  With the advent of
technology, both the musicians and the lis-
teners can now question this and opt of it.  I

think we're not far away from seeing

HUMANE
MUSIC
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LIVE REVIEWS.
So Last Summer/Ox-I-Moron, Chinnery's, Southend 20th
August 2005
It's the third weekend in August, and those of us who haven't
succumbed to the delights of Franz Ferdinand et al at the near-
by V Festival, Southend's own carnival, or a cheap summer deal
in Majorca, are gathered at the seafront venue for punk band
Ox-I-Moron's second gig, their first in Southend. Two bands kick
things off, the first is radio-friendly emo with scruffy young band
members, the second  - So Last Summer - is radio-friendly emo
with very slick, fashionable band members, apparently this is
their bassist's last gig (perhaps he can't afford the clothes bill of
being in such an image conscious group or something). So, Ox-
I-Moron takes to the stage and although crowd numbers have
dwindled slightly, there's an eager group down the front waiting
patiently. Technical problems aside, the band do a marvellous
job, starting off with the cheery 'Soil Scraper', continuing with the
pseudo jazz of  'Frank Sinatra's Gunna Break My Legs', person-
al fave 'What Makes a Man' and 'All Characters & Events'. The
music is a blend of screamy, frenzied punk choruses and brood-
ing, darker indie interludes that perhaps bear a hint of Mansun,
it's an interesting mix that's got everybody hooked, and when
front man Ken Stranger announces there's only 2 more songs
left, you're wondering how the show has gone by so quickly
because in a blink of an eye we're back outside, the carnival's
over and been replaced by a bunch of riot vans dealing with the
remainder of a ruckus on the seafront. 

the end of record shops altogether.  If CD sales contin-
ue to fall, then the biggest-selling acts will weigh up the
pros and cons of the whole 'major label' system.
People like George Michael have already got the ball
rolling.

Lastly , what's next for Humane Music? Any plans
for the future you can share with us?
The musicians already with HM are involved at various
levels with new CDs.  Monica's Last Prayer have just
finished an absolutely cracking CD, and there's an EP

on the horizon from a rather kooky duo named The
Blue Paintings.  After that, I'll sit down and compile an
updated sampler CD, which may well feature exclusive
tracks this time….  And our sampler CDs are very pop-
ular, costing only £1.50…  (plug plug!) I don't know
what else the future holds, but I'm looking forward to it!

For more information on Humane Music and it s
releases,  cont act Richey c/o 3 W edgwood W ay,
Ashingdon, Essex, SS4 3AS
www.humane-music.co.uk

Ken Stranger, Ox-i-Moron + pint

The Beatroot s, Sunrooms, Southend, 22nd September 2005
This is live music. The venue is packed, the decour is unkempt and visually rowdy.  There is an unidentified liquid
dripping from the ceiling and there is a root vegetable adorning a shelf on the wall.  The band are so close to the
audience that you can feel the breeze as Dane swishes his dreads. It's Beatroots Night at the Sunrooms and the
feeling is right.
Roots music is meant for the unwashed masses, the underclass which has roamed in off the streets, and tonight
we're here to lap it up as tune after tune hits us with such well formed clarity that it seems unthinkable that we did-
n't know these songs all our lives. You can't  always hear what he's singing about but you know it comes from the
heart, and when accompanied by widdly wobbly phase shifted guitars, Stevie Wonder style keyboards, warm
chunky bass and rythmns that make you bend and contort beyond your free will, you cannot loose.  Although they
gave away one of their catchiest songs 'Try So Hard' right at the beginning, the ante was continually increased
with a virtuoso performance by sax star Ali (who had otherwise been manning the keys) and then by a curve ball
funk number which is apparently unfinished and new but was so perfect that The Joint Conspiracy would have sold
their kidneys to have written it.  They laughed, they joked, they survived a stage invasion and they played and
played until we could take no more. Few bands are this good this early in their careers.  Remember, in a few years
time everyone will say they were there, but I actually was.  An absolute must-see. 
EJ Warner
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The Goldmaster Allst ars, Leigh Folk
Festival, Leigh On Sea, June 26th
2005
It's a boiling hot day in Leigh-On-Sea, and
even the cool seaside setting of this annu-
al festival brings little in the way of relief to
the packed crowd currently assembled in
the car park of local pub The Peter Boat,
waiting to see what local ska/reggae out-
fit The Goldmaster Allstars have to offer
an audience who are already heady from
a mix of folk & gentle rock that has been
steadily served to them since the morn-
ing. The Allstars hit the stage (and pretty
much fill it - they just about all squeeze
into what looks like a van, that's being
used a stage for the day) and shake
things up straight away. The beat is relent-
less and the more energetic amongst us starting dancing down the front immediately - anybody who was flagging
from the heat have certainly perked up by now! If the band's onslaught of continually dancey, happy and down-
right infectious tunes don't have you bopping away merrily, the turnover of vocalists during the set will keep you
entertained - Dane sings earnestly for a couple of songs, then the very young Charlie makes an appearance to
perform the love song 'Yuppie Girl' and finally GT Moore slows things down a little with the gentle grooves of 'Ganja
Flower' and '123'. Seeing the next performer due to play wandering around nervously at the edge of the stage indi-
cates the Allstars' time is up, however the boys leave us with an extended rendition of crowd pleaser 'It's Getting
Dark', that showcases what superb musicians they are, and then it's all over, leaving everyone with a smile on their
face, oh, and a little sunburn too.

The Goldmaster Allstars entertain the crowd at Leigh Folk Festival, photo by ‘M’. 

LIVE!

Ariel-X/Infrasound/Queen Adreena, Chinnery’ s, Southend, September
29th 2005
Ariel-X are first up - if Brian Molko had played Demi Moore's role in GI Jane
then the result would be this band's lead singer: shaven head, smeared make-
up, gaunt look, pale vest. Musically, it's all very 1997 - indie style Placebo-ish
twinkly stuff. Next to grace the stage are Infrasound. The shades-wearing lead
singer swaggers on with a Liam Gallagher attitude and seconds later proves
his music matches the look - it's Oasis all over again and really highlights what
a poor line-up choice this is - these sneering patriots of lad-rock really have no
appeal amongst tonight's largely gothic & alternative audience, many decked
out as bridesmaids caught in a thunderstorm, with their big dresses, messed
up hair and pretty ribbons. An impressive guitar solo ending the band's final
number (and next single) was too little, too late I'm afraid. Finally what we've all
been waiting for creeps out onstage and blasts into 'Kitty Collar Tight'. Decked out in what's become a uniform not

only for singer Katie-Jane Garside, but for half the audience, of barely-
there dress, 'just-got-out-of-bed' hair, and topped off with a great pair of
1970s shades - it‘s shambolic, noisy and mesmerising. Glasses are
soon discarded and the band continue with a selection of tracks from
their 3 albums to date including 'Medicine Jar', 'Siamese Almeida' and
'Cold Fish'. The focus is clearly on the charismatic, chaotic, 'mad
woman' act performed by Ms. Garside, there's little interaction with the
crowd save for the odd burst of incomprehensible child-like babble
between songs, and the pixie-looking guitarist's (this guy has cheek-
bones you could cut paper with) occasional jutting movements towards
the crowd. 
A swig from a wine bottle is spat out, forming a fountain around our
eccentric front woman to introduce the catchiest track by far and crowd
favourite 'Pretty Like Drugs'. The band leave the stage for all but a few
seconds and return to finish things with a rousing rendition of 'Pretty
Polly', and then it's all over and Katie-Jane's frame takes on a ghostly
image as it floats backstage, where the bridesmaids are beginning to
form an orderly queue, and the rest of us are left wondering what to
make of that entrancing, enigmatic performance. 

Queen Adreena photos by Dom. 12



Spike & Friends, Riga Music Bar , Southend, May
5th 2005
With my knowledge of The Quireboys extending to a
30-second clip of the song 'Hey You' shown on a late-
night ITV rock show, and the ravings of Bubblegum
Slut Editor Alison B. for her favourite band; I ventured
to this gig with an open mind. Spike is the front man of
80s/90s glam rock band The Quireboys, but tonight he
is showcasing his more laid-back, solo stuff with an
assortment of  'friends' as his back-up band.
With no support and a small crowd it didn't take long
for the charismatic front man and his motley crew of
associates to take to the stage and blast out the fast
rock tune 'Rise Above', which definitely had a bluesy,
'stadium rock' feel about it. However the majority of the
rest of the set was made up of softer ballads including
'Have A Drink With Me' and '7/11 Rosie'. (Any fans of
new band The Black Velvets should check out Spike's
stuff.) Spike delivered plenty of anecdotes, including
stuff about not dating California women because they
are "f***ed up", and the banjo tune from deliverance
introducing the very upbeat 'Won't Ya Stick Around'
was met with a response of "What? You're saying he
shags pigs or something?!"
A selection of tracks from forthcoming album 'It's a
Treat To Be Alive', plus one or two Quireboys songs
got everybody rocking, and Spike's raspy (like Rod
Stewart - but better) vocals and dramatic stage moves
(plenty of pointing and pouting) impressed the enthu-
siastic crowd. As the set continued and more booze
was imbibed, those aforementioned vocals got croaki-
er, however Spike's charisma was overwhelming and
nobody seemed to care - as someone remarked
behind me "...pretty good front man though".
It did seem quite strange that the larger-than-life stage
show and sound wasn't in an arena with 100s of peo-
ple jumping about, however given time I'm pretty sure
even more fans will be clambering to see his show.
Above: Spike live photo by Alison B.

Essex Ska W eekender (Saturday night),
Chinnery's, Southend, July 16th 2005

Aah, nothing says 'Summer' like ska, so how could
we resist a whole weekend of it?  Except that
Chinnerys tries hard to be the darkest, least
Summery venue imaginable.  Strangely, very few
of the bands playing this weekend actually live in,
or hail from, Essex (with the exception of The Big).
So The Goldmaster Allstars end up playing Leigh
folk festival, (in the sun!) and for the ska weekend
we have acts from as far away as the Czech
republic. And to be fair, Chinnerys is probably
more summery than Eastern Europe.
The thing is, for a whole weekend of music which
makes you dance you have to have a lot of stami-
na, and I don't, so I only actually saw three acts.
Rebelation continue to go from strength to
strength, their set teetering between righteous
roots and  downright hippy moments which con-
nected well with the crowd.  Frontman Terry was
sporting a dinner jacket/dreads combo which was
reminiscent of Rage Against the Machine and very
in keeping with their positive and politcally charged
lyrics.  
Importantly they have some good tunes and sell
them well, and they seemed to win the crowd over
almost effortlessly.
The Big were next up and provided the least seem-
less segue possible.  
Launching straight into 'She's a Cunt', a charming
ditty with - gasp! - no offbeat chop! left the hand
swaying one love crowd a little dazed. 
In retrospect they were technically very good,  with
a rocky bluesy take on two tone, but I didn't actu-
ally like it so I went outside to talk  to members of
Rebelation and the next band on, Smokes Like a
Fish.
SLAF have got a ludicrously charismatic horn play-
er who looks a little like Cerys Matthews (from a
distance, anyway) and who was so watchable that
I almost felt sorry for the rest of the band.  They
play very bouncy ska with a fun attitude, and they
closed with a fantastic cover of 'Smoke on the
Water'. Musically they were as tight as a gnats
nose and when the brought Tony Rebelation up
onto the stage for guest vocals it was clear to see
that ska is the most singuarly energetic, fun loving,
globally concious, friendly and unifying thing hap-
pening in British..... no, European, music right now.
Hopefully if they do it again we'll have even more
local talent to get involved. 
EJ Warner

Space:Filler EJ W arner sums things up in 10 words again....
The Famous Pot atoes, Leigh folk festival 26/06/05
Local favourites knowingly hit every folk cliche to please crowd. 13



Trash Monroe's Happy Halloween Alternative Night, 05/10/05, Riga, Southend
Ah, theatre. It's an important part of rock n' roll you know. As the season of the witch
descends upon us, Noisy favourites Trash Monroe decide to throw a party, a rocking
party with wigs, pumpkins, cobwebs, make-up, trick or treat tomfoolery and top
hats. Zen Motel , who inform us they are from Maldon, kick things off in an impene-
trably sleazy, rocky way. There's not much of a crowd but that doesn't deter these
boys from pounding out stomping anthems on their sticker-covered glittery guitars,
and endearing us to them with their cheeky humour, main man Lee pumping the
small crowd for more applause in a faux-pomp-rock manner which leaves a smile on
the faces of even the most aloof crowd members. The set consists of new tracks and
a few favourites from the 'Transform & Escape' album such as 'Rocket 69'. The guys
seem to lead the lifestyle their songs portray as they regale us with a tale of how guitarist Alex's

groupie stories will appear in a porn mag very soon, before launching into 'So Selfish Too' - a
song about an ex-girlfriend who "sucks, but not in a good way". Ouch. Lee asks us if we

want a 80s cover - we do - and a lovely rendition of 'Rebel Yell' serves as the penulti-
mate number for this short set. To end things, the band request some backing
singers for final number 'Devil Song' (random fact: somehow this song appeared on
Aussie Soap Home & Away earlier this year!), there are no takers, and the sugges-
tion by Lee that the next person who walks around the corner will do the job leaves
us tittering when a rather bemused, middle-aged man with a large bag appears a

moment later, obviously not then. Nevertheless, the rousing chorus "you & me & the
devil makes three" gets everyone going and ends things with a bang. Next up, Mr.

Junk - AC/DC vocals with grungy guitars and songs about "making sweet luuurve all
night long" - exactly how a band this good can go down this badly astounds me, but essen-

tially it's all so perfect it's 'rock by numbers' and although the crowd watch politely, there's
little engagement. Now, tonight's main attraction, Trash Monroe, with band members
decked out in a huge dress, top hat, scary make-up and wigs - you know it's gonna
be a special one, this. Despite a shaky start, the sheer fun, energy and excitement
both the band & the crowd are having tonight takes over and we're dancing along
to our favourites 'Happy Halloween', 'FCUK Family', and 'Ornament' in no time.
Superb renditions of new songs 'Needles', 'Sweet Denial' & 'Pandora's Box' not
only confirm the band's rapid development over the past 6 months but really see
Melany's superb vocals complimented by some great guitar riffs that should definite-
ly lift the band over & above any comparisons with wishy-washy European Goth Metal
crooners such as Nightwish & Evanesence: this is ten times better than that, it's a bit

punk, a bit metal, and it's oh so good. The intro of 'Used2' indicates this
rock n' roll circus is coming to a close, when a hybrid mix of the Addams Family's

Lurch/a butler/a car crash victim takes to the stage - oh wait, it's Ox-i-Moron's own
Ken Stranger here to add backing vocals for closer 'License For Infidelity', but what’s
this? Now Ken's getting everyone up on stage and there's much dancing and
screaming. Well, nothing says 'rock' more than a stage invasion. Verdict? Trash
Monroe: even better with costumes. A really fun gig that would've brightened up
most Southenders’ Wednesday night, if only they'd given it a chance. 

You missed it didn't you? Shame that. Because it was a great party, if you're lucky
you might be able to catch them at it all over again on Saturday 29th October at the

Bayhorse, Chelmsford. And don't forget your eyeliner. Photos by Martin Baker.

InMe @ Colchester Art s Centre 22/09/05
The last time I saw InMe on a stage was in broad daylight 3 years ago at Thurrock's annual TMF festival. Since
then they've become one of the Essex rock circuits most successful exports and accordingly this homecoming
show is packed with an excitable and youthful crowd who filled the converted church setting of Colchester's Arts
Centre with advance sales alone. Since that last encounter the once famously baby-faced Dave McPhearson
and co have also grown up a lot. A few solid years of national touring have forged a far more confident band
oozing stage presence and at home commanding such a large crowd. Significantly they lean less on the more
naive alt-rock/metal/bit-of-everything-for-good-measure stylings of debut 'Overgrown Eden' but introduce some
strong and more distinctive newer material, which judging by the cheers that new single 'So You Know' goes
down to the fans will quickly take to their hearts. The surprise highlight of the set though must be when Dave
returns armed with an acoustic guitar to start off the first of two encores solo with delicate ballad ('Lava
Twilight'?), confirming what you often suspect of the bands heavier styling live, that the boy has a fantastic
voice on him which is often produced to death, or at least to blandness beyond recognition on record. Oddly,
this unlikely number is the point at which InMe feel most natural and honest. More of that and these local lads
might just stick around beyond the fakes and fashions. Alison B.
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Bringing the popular sound of
European overblown goth rock a
la Nightwish and Within
Temptation closer to home are
Colchester outfit Jack’ s Family .
Fronted by  the raven-haired Kelly
Jones on vocals & violin, and
backed up by Jean-Paul De-
Havilland (guitars), Darren
Tansley (piano, keys & samples),
Richard Potter (bass) and
Nicholas J. Spall (drums); the
band initially formed in 2002, and
have been building up a loyal fol-
lowing ever since with constant
gigging in the London & Essex
area and the release of their
debut album ‘Poetry of Souls’. 
Rather bizarrely, the band have recently been immortalised in a computer game! Titled ‘Kelly’s
Nightmare’, the game sees our gothic heroine embark on a ‘chav killing spree’ with only her vio-
lin to protect her! The game is available from the band at gigs, or for £3 (plus p&p) from the
band’s website - which is worth a look anyway for song clips, photos, news and plenty more!
www.jacksfamily.co.uk
Jack’ s Family play Rox Fest at The T wist, Colchester , on Saturday , 12th November
2005.

Sixty Mile Smile/Greenleaf56/Fashoda Crisis/? Chinnery's, Southend, 30/08/05
Tonight's gig is one of many nights organised and broadcast by the Musician's TV channel, at local
venue Chinnery's, with the aim of showcasing the best unsigned talent in the area. 
It's an admirable task, leaving those of us without a satellite dish green with envy at the hours we could
be whiling away in front of the box discovering the next big thing, learning to be a DJ & countless other
musical treats, however, a bit of variety would be nice. Yeah tonight's bands are all good, tight, charis-
matic musicians, but essentially we're given white guys do rock 4 times over, where are the women? the
indie kids? the experimental or the strange? Remember, variety is the spice of life.
On with the show then. Sixty Mile Smile play accomplished, loud metal - very impressive. Greenleaf56
are upbeat rock with some really good riffs and probably come away as the most memorable act in
tonight's line up. Fashoda Crisis emerge with a deluge of rock that borders on being boring, until they
launch into the rather unsettling 'you're all dead' & the hilarious 'Steven Hawking Need Not Apply' - the
lyrics of which will have you thinking "did he really say that"? OK, the last band on were supposed to be
dance/rock combo Hallelujah Johnson, who you may remember from issue 1. Except when tonight's
headliners take to the stage it's clearly not HJ, it's classic rock all the way, the lead singer's got his shirt
off and is soloing with a guitar behind his head - it's so perfect it's straight out of rock n' roll 101. Shame I
didn't pick up their name.... Overall, a nice effort, but will it make good television?
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Absent Kid are a five-piece, Colchester-based
band featuring Richard W illiams (guit ar, vocals,
keyboards), Martin W illiams (vocals, guit ars),
Craig Jeal (drums), Mark Butters (bass) and
Dominic Harrison (guit ar). Shortly af ter releas -
ing their debut mini-album 'I Burnt Down The
Family Business' on Fierce Panda records earli -
er this year , main man Martin took some time
out to chat to us about their recent success... 

Firstly , introduce us to the band - you all seem
quite young, are you all full-time musicians now ,
or do you have day jobs/college too?
We are still doing
various jobs and
university courses
as of now, though
by the time this
issue is out, we
hope to be doing it
full time. We don't
yet have the full
record deal as I
write this but let's
just say we're qui-
etly confident.
Some observers
have referred to
your 'eclectic'
style, for those of
us who have only
heard your recent
mini-album - what
was your earlier
sound like and
how has the band
progressed since
then?
To be honest I'd like to think this
mini-album is our 'early stuff',
though prior to that we were kinda
more punky and more poppy. I
don't think we ever set out to be
any type of band as such. We just wrote a load of
songs, some of which are really good but don't real-
ly suit us at the moment. We were even more eclec-
tic when we first started due to the massive range of
influences we grew up listening to. The early stuff
varied from 60s style pop songs, prog rock instru-
mentals and 2 minute punky things. We kind of 
took pride in that our first two demos all featured
songs that were completely different from each
other. The very first demo is a tad embarrassing to
listen to now, but it was all part of our development.
I'm dreading it resurfacing one day.
Comparisons to bands such as Idlewild and
Radiohead have been made by many critics

(myself included), and you have even covered
Idlewild's 'Last Night I Missed All The Fireworks'
- have bands like this been a big influence on
you? It must get a bit frustrating being com -
pared to the same few act s on a regular basis.
Yeah we have heard those comparisons but we find
them pretty complimentary, they're both great
bands. To be honest, both Radiohead and Idlewild
have evolved into something quite different now.
Perhaps we are here to fill the gap they've left, I
don't know. I don't think we sound that much like
either of them, but I can see a comparison with the
energy and youthful exuberance in the early stuff.

We only did that
Idlewild track as a
one off, because it
was November the
6th. We get
Pavement compar-
isons and people
saying we sound
like Joy Division. I
know it's the done
thing to deny influ-
ences, but as good
as they are, we
genuinely never
really listened to
much Joy Division.
I think it's fair to
say the band are
'close' originally
forming at school
and Martin &
Richard being
brothers - do you
feel this gives the

band an advant age when mak -
ing music/going on tour etc.
when comp ared to other bands
who perhap s aren't as familiar
with one another?
To be honest, being brothers we

are bound to argue anyway, so we may as well
argue about something worthwhile. Craig and
Butters are as close as brothers too. It's a good in a
way because it means that any arguments are
quickly forgotten, and it also allows us to say what
we really think to each other. Bands formed from
classified ads may have technical ability going for
them, but we have a kind of a special bond and a
'gang mentality' like most great bands do.
Some of your lyrics have a slightly political
tone, 'Asleep At The Wheel', for example, being
described as "a call to arms and an att ack on
the apathy that plagues middle England" - are
social issues what motivate you to write
songs, are there other factors?

ABSENT

K I D
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Well, both myself and Richard have studied Politics
and Sociology, so it is bound to have some sort of
bearing on our lyrics. But to be honest it is pretty dif-
ficult to work explicitly political themes into songs
without sounding clunky, so we tend not to align
ourselves with any particular movement. As much
as I love the Manics, I always thought the Cuban
expedition was somewhat cringe-inducing - watch-
ing as they hobnobbed with Castro whilst drinking
Coca-Cola.
Although our politics are generally pretty liberal, I'd
hate us to be regarded as one of those clichéd left-
ist bands that don't really have a clue what they're
talking about. Asleep at the Wheel is as much an
attack on them as anyone, I think people should just
learn to think for themselves and develop their own
opinions.
The band entered many battle of the
bands/unsigned t alent competitions, culminat -
ing in you winning The Diesel-U-Music award
for best unsigned Alt-rock act, last year . Do you
feel competitions such as this are the main way
for unsigned bands to get attention from record
labels/mainstream press nowadays?
It certainly helped put us in the shop window, so to
speak.
It's a very romantic view that you should totally dis-
sociate yourself from any corporate brands, but I
think we soon realised that the difference between
making it or not making it was far more important.
Watching bands like Rage Against the Machine play
at the Reading Festival on a stage adorned by 50ft
Carling banners soon makes you realise that very
few bands can actually walk it like they talk it.
Anyone who totally repels any corporate interfer-
ence just ends up playing the acoustic field at
Glastonbury to a load of white people with dread-
locks, which is the closest thing to hell I can imag-
ine.
But I think it's important that competitions like
Diesel-U-Music exist as long as their intentions are
genuine. But Diesel-U-Music is in association with
the likes of the NME and XFM and isn't just a search
for bright young things to model jeans for them.
They create a bridge between grass-roots music

and the mainstream, which can only be a good
thing.
Apparently Martin, you play the S tylophone!
(1970s pocket electronic organ) What songs has
this instrument appeared on & are there any

other weird and wonderful instrument s you
would like to incorporate into your sound?!
Yeah, I did play it on our very first song (Too Many)
E Numbers, but haven't used it since. I don't know
that it'll ever be used again; I think I've lost it! I may
have to splash out on a vintage Rolf Harris
endorsed one that I've seen on e-bay. I don't know
if I'd describe it as 'weird and wonderful' but I've
always wanted to use some pedal steel on some of
our more tender moments, though I guess one of us
would have to learn to play it first.
What do you think of the
music scene here in
Essex? Being one of the
few bands who are really
doing quite well at the
moment, do you have any
advice for other bands trying
to break through?
I think the Essex scene
is a little fragmented at the moment; venues need to
allow more under 18s in to really create a scene
and get youngsters into real music rather than the
mass-produced drivel that soundtracks their X-Box
games. Bands need to bridge more gaps and break
down boundaries between genres. In many ways
I'm glad that metal is less fashionable than a few
years ago because it was always a fairly blinkered
scene. I hope we can make the scene more acces-
sible, in the same way someone like Blur did a few
years back. Since Blur and the Prodigy lost it, I think
we need a big name band to put Essex back on the
UK map. I'm not saying that it's necessarily us, but
why not? I'd like to think our eclectic style attracts
more than your average gig-goer - Craig's grand-
parents come to nearly all of our gigs! We make pop
music, but we have more integrity than any punk
band we've ever played with.
I don't know if we're really in any position to give
advice, but one thing I'd tell young bands just start-
ing up is that they shouldn't waste their time trying
to perfect cover versions - you'll never get them
right. They should start writing their own songs from
the offset and utilise any shortcomings. People
don't want bands to be perfect; it doesn't matter that
Meg White can't drum that well or that Steven
Malkmus can't sing too good, because the songs
are fantastic.
Another thing is to make sure gigs are an event -
don't play a million gigs a month if you don't think
you can get the audience along - you'll only end up
playing to four people and you'll get disenchanted
with it all.
Obviously it's an exciting time for the band,
what with the album recently being released,
but what are your plans for the future? Do you
intend to release more music on Fierce
Panda?

Rolf ’s Stylophone!

“W e make pop music, but
we have more integrity

than any punk band we've
ever played with”
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Our plans for the future are unclear at the
moment… We're hoping for some sort of tour of the
UK after the festival period has finished. We're writ-
ing tracks towards the first album proper at the
moment and they're coming along nicely. The
sound is going to be slightly more mature; I Burnt
Down the Family Business is very much a teenage
rebellion album. The new one will have the same
sort of energy still but perhaps be slightly more
graceful. I don't know that we'll be releasing any
more music through Fierce Panda though, never
say never.
To finish with, a silly question, as I've read that
your name p artly comes from an episode of
South Park , I'm assuming you are fans of the
show - so, if you could be any South Park char -
acter , who would you be and why?!

We do like South Park, though to be honest we are
even bigger fans of Family Guy. I think if we were
South Park characters though, Craig would definite-
ly be Cartman because he whinges and always gets
what he wants. Butters would be Butters for obvious
reasons, Richard would be Stan because he's the 
sensible one and Dom would be Towelie because
he gives the impression of always being stoned.
Even, though he isn't. I wouldn't like to say who I'd
be. I quite like Kyle's little brother, Ike.

For more information on the band, visit:
http://www.absentkid.co.uk I Burnt Down The
Family Business is out now  on Fierce Panda
records.

WIN AN EXCLUSIVE NOISY! T-SHIRT
This issue’s gorgeous guitar girl cover artwork was created by artist
Amanda Sutton. If you would like to see more of Amanda’s work, visit her
website: http://www.angelfire.com/creep/amandasutton/main.html or, if
you are interested in getting some artwork done for your band’s CD/fly-
ers/badges etc. e-mail: tea_party00@hotmail.com for more information.
We loved this picture so much we decided to get some t-shirts made up so
2 lucky readers can sport the sexy character on their chests!
To snag a shirt, all you have to do is name a female guit arist! E-mail your
answer to: competition@noisyzine.co.uk before February 1st 2006, where
our lucky winners names will be pulled out of the hat!
First prize is a guitar girl t-shirt and a batch of CDs Noisy! has gathered
for you over the Summer, Second prize is a guitar girl shirt. Both shirts are size large and red. Hurry
up and enter - we only have 2 shirts!
Last issue’s competition winner was Steve Mead, who won the goodie bag!

WIN CELESTE GOODIES!
Romford-based band Celeste have been lucky enough to have one of their songs selected for inclusion
on the forthcoming new DVD by Finnish rockers HIM!
Apparently the indie rockers were contacted out of the
blue by a representative, signed the release forms a little
later and voila! International recognition awaits! To cele-
brate, Celeste have very kindly donated some goodies as
a competition prize. To be in with a chance of winning,
just answer this question: “What is the name of
Celeste’ s lead singer?” (hint: read our CD review!)
Send your answers to competition@noisyzine.co.uk
before February 1st 2006, and a Celeste CD and fridge
magnet could be yours! For more information on Celeste,
visit: www.celeste.org.uk and for HIM info:
www.heartagram.com

COMPETITIONS!

Space:Filler EJ Warner reviews gigs in 10 words or less...
Roman Jugg and the Doomed, Riga,  29/07/05
Accomplished 60's thru 90's cheery guitar pop. Very good musicians.
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Aural Pleasures...

JANE - UP CLOSE AND REAL &
SEEDLING (CD ALBUMS)

Leigh-on-Sea singer & mum of three Jane
Winiberg has made headlines with her
unique rise to fame: having dabbled in music
previously but given up hopes of a career as
a singer, she performed in front of a group of
friends one drunken evening; so impressed
were her friends and family, that they per-
suaded Jane to post some tracks online. Her
music was met with enthusiasm from web lis-
teners worldwide, so Jane took out a loan to
make an album. That album - Up Close &
Real - sold over 1,000 copies via Jane's
website and remained at no.1 on
cdwow.com's unsigned chart for a whopping
17 weeks!  This debut is generally mellow
and relaxing, a mixture of ballads and slight-
ly quirkier tracks such as 'We Are One' give
this album wide appeal. Second album
Seedling is a more mature and focused
release, the addition of a harmonica and
electric guitar on tracks such as 'Never
Thought It Was Love' gives the music an
upbeat, bluesy/jazzy feel, however
'Showdown (Waiting For A Sign)' is pure pop
and shows Jane's ability to dip in and out of
musical genres with ease. 
I find it difficult to compare Jane with other
artists or pin-down her particular style, but
listening to her songs have brought to mind
the following artists: Madonna, Bonnie Tyler,
Alanis Morrisette and Cyndi Lauper. Even if
you're not really into the usual female singer-
songwriters, I suggest you give Jane's music
a try - it's refreshingly different!
More info: www.janemusic.info
Both albums are also available from:
www.cdwow.com/unsigned

IN SHADOW (5 TRACK CD)
Ladies and Gentlemen, boys and girls, I ask you to cast
your minds back to the late eighties and early nineties,
when Bon Jovi's poodle perms ruled rock arenas, Warrant
sang about their favourite pie filling and Skid Row were
considered 'cutting edge'. In Shadow, fronted by the flame
haired former Playgirl Kayl Black, take this particular style of
rock music as a starting point for their melodic rock tunes,
therefore drawing obvious comparisons with female rockers
such as Vixen and Heart, but throw in some heavier metal
riffs along the lines of newer acts such as Trivium and
Lacuna Coil, to create a rather refreshing sound. The play-
ing on this record is exceptional, 'Watch You Scream' and
'Miss Cyanide' are fast rock stompers - the latter wouldn’t
be out of place on a 7 Year Bitch album - whereas 'Envy',
with its cries of "do you ache for what I’ve got?" begins gen-
tly and works up into an awesome metal-tinged ballad. With
female-fronted acts such as Crucified Barbara currently tak-
ing up column inches in metal mags everywhere, the time
could be right for In Shadow  to break through to bigger
things, they certainly deserve it. www.inshadow.net

RICK OLIVER - COULD IT BE THA T BAD? (SINGLE)
Rick Oliver, a former Kate Walsh session musician from
South Woodham Ferrers, releases his debut single as a CD
that is designed to look like a 7" vinyl platter. So far, ten out
of ten for packaging, but what about the music? 'Could It Be
That Bad?' is an inoffensive indie tune about a broken-down
relationship that bears a passing resemblance to the Foo
Fighters' mellower efforts. B-side 'Hope You're Happy Now'
is more of the same, but final track 'Stop' (an instrumental)
picks up the pace and sees Rick venture into more experi-
mental areas, leaving me interested to hear what Mr. Oliver
offers us next.
www.rickolivermusic.com www.flyrecords.co.uk

KALEIDO (3 TRACK DEMO)
Kaleido - both live & on record - are a highly proficient indie
band; no note is out of place and no vocal is out of tune, and
herein lies their problem. Good doesn't always = exciting
and when Simon Cowell babbles on about the elusive 'x
factor' he isn't talking rubbish - a flute solo and lyrics about
"drifting summer rain" do not a great band make. There
needs to be that something extra that draws you in - the
band's perfect, yet bland live cover of T-Rex's '20th Century
Boy' is a case in point. But, this isn't a live review, so... the
CD offers 3 standard indie guitar-driven songs, good not
great. Perhaps time and some new material may give
Kaleido that extra shine, so we may eventually see them
sparkle. www.freewebs.com/kaleido-band
CD costs £2 available from band at gigs, with a free lighter,
if memory serves correctly... 19



TRASH MONROE: ORNAMENT (6 TRACK MINI
ALBUM)
If Hole were Pretty On The Inside then Trash
Monroe are definitely Pretty On The Outside - the
songs are catchy, the lead singer pretty, but take a
closer listen and you'll realise each and every song
is shot through with honesty, tragedy and raw emo-
tion. All is not what it seems. This album is divided
between melodic rock songs detailing heartache &
pain (Second Nature, Happy Halloween, Ornament)
and punky, hate-fuelled attacks on your senses
(Eve, FCUK Family, Used2).
From the opening chords of 'Second Nature' there's
a sense of underlying unease, it's catchy and sleazy
all at once. The dystopian theme continues on next
track 'Happy Halloween', followed by exquisite bal-
lad & title track 'Ornament'. 'Eve' with it's cries of
"bitch", and 'Used 2' - an almost poppy, but
unashamedly angry number, are scathing assaults
on vocalist and songwriter Mel's tormentors, but
'fcuk family' really is the stand-out track here, never
has the drama of an unhappy home been so clever-
ly and concisely portrayed in a song. If it weren't for
the swearing, it would be all over the radio like a bad
rash - and if the lyrics about abandonment & suicidal
tendencies don't get to you, the rousing mantra of
"fuck you family" & that catchy guitar riff, will. 
It's all in the name. The marriage of nasty and nice,
hell and heaven, tragedy and glamour: Trash
Monroe. The band combines both to create a truly
great rock record that doesn't disappoint. Listen to
this, I guarantee you'll love it.
CD is available for £5 from www.trashmonroe.com
or from the band at gigs.

FASHODA CRISIS (3 TRACK CD)
Fashoda Crisis make fast, bouncy, upbeat rock
songs that are often at odds with their rather bizarre
lyrics. Crowd jumper 'Mediocre Jones' kicks things
off and sets the pace for second track 'You're All
Dead', which takes on a darker tone towards the end
with plenty of tortured yelling, but final track 'Stephen
Hawking Need Not Apply' takes the prize for best
title ever and catchiest tune, you won't help but sing
along with the chorus of "who's been pissing in the
gene pool?"! Great stuff. Go see ‘em live and you
might just get a copy of this CD for free! 
www.fashoda-crisis.com

MURMUR - SAMPLER (2 TRACK CD)
Murmur deliver 2 powerful indie rock tunes on this
sampler CD. Although I didn't find anything incredi-
bly unique about Murmur's sound at first listen, I
have to confess they have grown on me - the guitar
intro of first track 'Just Out Of Reach' is now stuck in
my head forever!  Murmur are like Marmite - you'll
either love them or you'll hate them. You decide!
www.murmur-official.com

FARENHEIT451 - THE NEW EMPIRE (3 TRACK
CD)
Farenheit451 are quite possibly the only Essex band
to have a reading list on their website, and for them,
lyrics are key. More interested in politics than pop,
unfortunately these 3 songs lack the charisma of
The Pistols or the radio-friendliness of The Manics.
That said, opener 'Science Is Everything' is far supe-
rior to the indie-drivel currently hitting the charts, and
I'd rather these lads lectured me on World affairs
than Bono or Chris Martin any day. Well worth
checking out, you might just learn something. The
demo can be downloaded free from
www.F451.org.uk or purchased from the band for £1
at gigs.

DISMEMBERED AUGUST - ASHES OF DECA-
DENCE (2 TRACK CD)
Describing their music as "a melodic mix of brutal
death and black metal", this Romford 4-piece make
an extremely heavy sound that belies their young
years - the average age of the band is 15!
Think Cradle of Filth without the duff image and
you're halfway there. These 2 tracks demonstrate
that Dismembered August have the potential to go
far in their genre, providing lead singer Greg's voice
doesn't give out after delivering all these intense,
tortured vocals! If you like your metal heavy, then
check these guys out. 
Listen for free over on myspace:
www.myspace.com/dismemberedaugust or visit:
www.dismemberedaugust.cjb.net
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Space:Filler
In an attempt to fill blank spaces & as homage to
75orless.com, EJ Warner reviews gigs in 10 words or less...
Duzent matt a, Chinnery's 24/05/05
Bad name, sweaty cheese metal, old enough to know
better. 20



DRUMMING UP HOPE - THE ALBUM
"Michael Bettell was a gifted musician who left us,
tragically young, on September 9th 2003.
Drumming Up Hope is an annual live event set up
in his memory - a platform for young, aspiring musi-
cians to showcase their creativity, and also for
Michael's friends and loved ones to partake of the
spirit of music that so inspired and motivated him.
This album is a tribute from many of the artists per-
forming at the second Drumming Up Hope event in
2005." - From the liner notes.
All in the name of a good cause then, the well-
known (Eddie & The Hot Rods, Jane) mix with the
up-and-coming (Fiction, Dave Mascall) and genres
such as jazz sit side-by-side with rock, to produce a
compilation of Essex music that ensures there is
something to suit everyone's taste. Highlights
include the heavy rock of The Marshmen's ‘Feelin'
Low’, the very upbeat ‘Beach’ by Jewels, and, my
personal fave, Fiction's ‘Pop Song’ - it makes me
nostalgic for Britpop and the mid-nineties, (it's a bit
Echobellyish) and I can imagine it being the perfect
soundtrack as the credits roll during an American
teen movie. 
To find out more about Essex's musical talent &
help a good cause at the same time, I strongly rec-
ommend buying this album!
www.drumminguphope.com. Proceeds from sales
of the CD benefit the Elizabeth Loury Ward at
Southend General Hospital. Costs around £8.75
from www.cdwow.com

GARRETT - HEX (3 TRACK DEMO)
Jarring guitars, shouty vocals, lyrics about
Christopher Walken and the odd electronic 'blip'
comprise Garrett's 'post rock' sound. Add to this a
blank CD sleeve with a selection of jumbled letters
stamped on it and an incredibly hip press release
("Garrett are still in awe of Nick Cave and humbly
respect his decision not to make good albums any-
more") and you've got this band in a nutshell: too
cool for school. www.garrettband.co.uk

PILLOW QUEEN (4 TRACK DEMO)
This 5-piece all girl combo from Colchester make
deliciously sweet pop-rock tunes about subjects like
boyfriends and teenage angst. At least that's what I
thought when I first heard it. Given another listen
and despite the 'cheeky teens' image they portray
on the cover of this CD (5 girls wearing berets sit-
ting on each other's laps) you realise these girls
may be a little too smart for their own good. 'She
Doesn't Want You, She Wants Me' is a tale of les-
bian love and 'Keep Off The Grass' is an anti-drugs
anthem that would make your mother proud ("He
said 'you wanna buy some skunk?'/I said 'that's an
animal you punk'/He said 'I'm talking about the
grass'/I said 'you're talking out your ass!").

Pillow Queen are clearly having fun right now, but in
a few years, could certainly give bands like The
Donnas a run for their money.
www.pillowqueen.co.uk

HUMANE MUSIC SAMPLER - MUSIC FOR
HUMANS VOL. 1 (CD ALBUM)
This 15-track compilation provides a taste of the
song-based electronica local label Humane Music
release. Two or three tracks from the label's artists
such as Jules, Richey Estcourt and Gabo, can be
found here, and while occasionally - despite
Humane's artists hailing from as far away as
Argentina & Scotland - some tracks begin to sound
similar, there are some stand out compositions from
the rather jazzy Finite Knights and the gothic tones
of Depeche Mode-ish Monica's Last Prayer. Well
worth a look. www.humane-music.co.uk

NOTHING - THE SILENT RUNNING E.P (3
TRACK CD)
Pounding, relentless, heavy breathing, bandy legs,
sweaty socks, dirty old Adidas trainers slopping
through mud, the pain when you hit 'the wall'.... run-
ning, then. Nothing's latest offering could well be a
soundtrack to a marathon. The band return with 3
new songs (plus a bonus video featuring live
footage) on their 'Silent Running EP'. The title track
is what we've come to recognise as 'classic' Nothing
- rambling vocals and intense guitar work creating a
unique & rather surreal soundscape. 'Sway &
Swagger Of New Sins' is quite bouncy and sees the
band venture into slightly more catchy waters - if
that's possible. 'This Distance Not Here' ends things
with a fast and frenetic pace.... the finishing line is
in sight! Another fantastic offering from Nothing -
one of the most distinctive bands out there at the
moment, and therefore highly recommended!
Entire EP (including artwork & video) can be down-
loaded free from: www.morenothing.com or pur-
chased for £1 at gigs.
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CELESTE - WHEN I HAVE YOU, I HAVE EVERY-
THING (3 TRACK CD)
Never has the term 'eclectic style' been more appro-
priate than when applied to Romford 5-piece
Celeste. Vocalist Phil The Inbred Angel has the
unique ability to demonstrate both the mature,
almost gothic, vocals of Brett Anderson or Nick
Cave on gorgeous ballad 'I didn't tell you every-
thing', and the high pitched shriek of Justin Hawkins
on opener 'Caduceus' - a tribal, indie-pop stomper -
it's shouts of "hey" a little reminiscent of Adam &
The Ants (and that's no bad thing). Haunting, piano-
led ditty 'Carousel' acts as the perfect interlude
between two very different, but equally good,
tracks. Celeste must be heard to be believed!
www.celeste.org.uk

ZEN MOTEL - TRANSFORM & ESCAPE (CD
ALBUM)
For those of you sick of all the emo polluting our
record racks, I give you Zen Motel - straight up, no
nonsense, slightly sleazy rock and roll! Practically
every track on this album is an instantly catchy,
well-crafted foot stomper. 'Devil Song', 'Another
World' and 'Rocket 69' are just some of the tunes
you'll be humming for days after playing this CD!
Interestingly enough, things take a far more gothic
turn on final track 'This Happens Forever', which
makes you wonder what shape future records will
take. (Zen Motel are working on their second album
as I type). Highly recommended if you like your rock
and roll played the way it should be: loud, fast and
with plenty of guitar solos!
CD is £7.99 (& p+p) from www.zenmotel.co.uk, and
also distributed by Cargo (available from: HMV,
Tesco, Amazon.com etc.)  

CARRIER - DAYS TO FOLLOW (5 TRACK EP)
Accomplished metal record from Colchester 4-piece
Carrier, who have played with the likes of
AntiProduct and Knuckledust. These 5 tracks, pro-
duced by Mark Daghorn (Raging Speedhorn, One
Minute Silence) are polished metal tunes with plen-

ty of commercial appeal. Screamy vocals, guitar
solos and the odd melodic interlude are sure to
keep fans of the genre happy. If they continue like
this, Carrier will be coming to a Kerrang! cover near
you very soon! www.carrier-music.co.uk

PHIL BURDETT - SEE YOU LATER, FOREVER (9
TRACK ALBUM)
Mr. Burdett is doing well on the local scene, his
name usually crops up on posters, in gig listings
and at music events in the Southend area, and yet
I've never heard his music, so I was particularly
pleased to see this CD drop through the mailbox!
In keeping with the singer's location, this album has
a 'seaside' feel - from the beach sound effects that
introduce opener 'Outside Her House, Midnight' &
'Fail To Love', to the titles of tracks such as
'Lighthouse Keeper (Mythology pt.4)' and closer
'The Rain Was Once The Sea' and even local refer-
ences on the upbeat 'Meteorite' ("Walking past
Clarence Yard last night/Was hit between the eyes
by a meteorite"). Musically, the relaxed, acoustic,
almost country-ish sound brings to mind artists such
as Johnny Cash, largely thanks to Phil's American-
accented vocals. 
Although this record is unlikely to appeal to the
average alternative music fan or 16-year old, it is a
truly beautiful recording from a great talent, and cer-
tainly justifies Phil's popularity. More info from:
www.philburdett.com Album out now on Suburban
Mythic. 

LAST YEARS RESOLUTION - JOIN THE RESO -
LUTION & SECOND EP (4 TRACK CDS)
Last Year's Resolution's debut EP 'Join The
Resolution' showcases the band's rather unique
style: a melodic indie sound interspersed with plen-
ty of intense guitar work & occasional rather dark
lyrics. The vocals on 'Sub (Silence Is Golden)' are a
little like Scott Weiland's efforts with Velvet
Revolver, but that's pretty much where similarities
with any existing bands end. The EP closes with the
rather fantastic epic instrumental 'Rock Opera'. Hot
off the mixing desk and into Noisy's sweaty palms,
the second EP delivers more of the same unique
sounds. Although occasionally veering into a more
upbeat, occasionally pop-punk style that is so pop-
ular nowadays on tracks such as 'Borders' &
'Satrine', the signature guitar parts running through
each song save the music from disappearing into
banality, and Last Year's Resolution prove them-
selves to be a band that stand out from the crowd
and are well worth investigating!
'Join The Resolution' is available for £5 from www.l-
y-r.co.uk The second EP is as yet unreleased.

RICK OLIVER - RECCURING SONG (3 TRACK
CD)
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Is 'gumption' a word? If so, Rick Oliver shows more
of it on this, his second single proper, once more in
7" style packaging. 'Recurring Song' is a bloody
lovely romantic ditty that will have your foot tapping
in no time. B-side 'Man Of The Year' starts off edgy
& hard, but then those "do do doooo's" kick in and
we're back in radio-friendly, sing-along territory
again. Yet again things end with an instrumental
track, 'Love Is Cruel', and although it's pretty obvi-
ous Mr. Oliver hasn't strayed far from the beaten
track with this release, I gotta admit this fella defi-
nitely grows on you.
Single released 26th September on Fly Records

THE WORLD ON FIRE (3 TRACK CD)
This Essex 5-piece make a really contemporary
alternative rock sound - 'I Walk Alone' is rousing
indie rock with a hint of Taking Back Sunday, where-
as 'Stand Up' is an upbeat tune full to the brim with
emotional vocals. The band's name could prove
prophetic if the mainstream media's love affair with
emo continues, these guys are just as good as any-
thing on MTV2 right now!
www.worldonfire.co.uk Phone: 07906941168

AIRBOMB - PNUK (CD ALBUM)
Romford 4-piece Airbomb deliver a mighty 17 songs
in just under 33 minutes on this release, the band's
second album. Opener 'One of the Family' estab-
lishes Airbomb's particular brand of punk rock - it's
Sloppy Seconds meets Sham 69 - immediate,
catchy tunes with sing-along choruses and instant
appeal. 'Tear Up My Brain', 'Roasted' and the slight-
ly laid-back 'Sunshine' are particularly memorable,

but really every track here manages to be a well
crafted, enjoyable anthem. Very good indeed. 
www.airbomb.me.uk Airbomb, PO BOX 2335,
Romford, Essex, RM7 9AW.

HURRICANE VALLEY ANGELS - WELCOME T O
HURRICANE VALLEY (DEMO)
Colchester's Hurricane Valley Angels are one of the
most exciting, not to mention most drunken, sets of
rock'n'roll motherfuckers to be staggering around
the Essex circuit right now, having built up a reputa-
tion for chaotic and captivating live shows. The, to
be honest, dire D.I.Y production on this first demo
does little justice to the energy and excitement HVA
project onstage, but if you look past the technical
limitations some real gems of songs shine through.
Band theme 'Way Down In Hurricane Valley' sets
the scene of the debauched domain the sleazesters
inhabit with a revving riff that's heading straight to
hell and taking some rough, Zodiac Mindwarp
growls care of Buddy Hurricane along for the ride.
From there Hurricane Valley offers a whole garden
of decadent delights; there's Motley Crue styled
boneheaded cock-rock on 'Get Some', a strong psy-
chobilly influence and some squealing guitars on
desert-fried and feverish 'billy hop 'Insane' and
straight-up punk'n'roll fury on the Supersuckers-
esque 'Psycho Sunrise'. Lyrically meanwhile its all
the usual stuff about girls, booze, partying hard the
ritual of getting inked on 'Needles' - which interest-
ingly enough was actually penned by Zen Motel's
Alex Green. Not perfect, but an enjoyable chaotic
start.  Alison B.
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Babylon Zoo's Spaceman , PJ & Duncan's Let's Get Ready
To Rumble ... are just some of the st alwart s found in the
'music' section of your local OXF AM. However , if you search
hard enough hidden gems can be uncovered! So flick p ast
the Barbara S treisand & Billy Ocean LPs and t ake a closer
look - you may just find some treasure - here's our
mini guide to some charity shop s in the
Southend area that have a pretty decent
vinyl/cassette/CD section...

What we'd like to see
more of: 

Good punk
80s hair metal

Grunge
Coloured Vinyl/ Picture

Discs

Enough Already! What's
clogging up the racks:

Bob Geldof/ Boomtown Rats
K-Tel Compilations

Barry Manilow

Handy Hint s For Buying Second-Hand
Most charity shops seem to overprice vinyl and
even cassettes, probably due to some misguided
sense of 'collectability' (seriously, everyone & their mother
must own a Barry Manilow record by now & vinyl production has-
n’t ceased yet) - but at least 1 shop I know has trouble selling the stuff! Might
be worth haggling or asking if you qualify for a discount if you buy vast quan-
tities of something... 
Buying cassettes is always a lottery - they may look OK, but when you play
them, arrgh! the tape is warped and the music is ruined! My advice is don't
pay more than 40 - 50p for a cassette unless it's something you really want!
(I think 50p is steep for a cassette considering they deteriorate in quality over
the years and if charity shops priced them at 10/20p - they'd sell them much
quicker!)
Like cassettes, vinyl can be just as dodgy bought second hand - it can be
scratched, bent and sometimes even completely unplayable! It's always
worth taking a look at the record inside the sleeve, to ensure it's the record
that's on the cover and to check for any scratches!
If you have dodgy knees, you may want to think twice about shopping in
charity shops for vinyl - most shops put records in a tub on the floor - cue
lots of bending down & getting trodden on by shoppers! Exceptions to
this are Barnados in Victoria Plaza, Southend, who have their LPs on
a rack, and 'The Charity Shop' in London Road, Westcliff - who have
their LPs on a shelf in that special record/book/cassette room!
How valuable is it!? Nowadays most shops are pretty clued up on the
fact that some vinyl is collectable, and most research how much a
record is worth & price it accordingly before it hits the shelves, so the
chances of finding that rare Beatles’ 'Butcher Shop' cover of ‘Yesterday
& Today’ for 50p is pretty non-existent!
Is it signed!? I still rue the day I passed up the chance to buy a Kiss LP
that had been scrawled on in silver pen, in a flea market in Newcastle...
but in order to prove something's authentic you really need a COA
(Certificate of Authenticity) so be wary of signatures on records, it could
just be a toddler 'expressing themselves' over that cover of Madonna's
‘Holiday’...

Stuff to make & do...
If you've bought a duff record, don't
despair! Here is a list of things you
can do with those dodgy purchases...
Make an ashtray! Create beautiful
homewares & impress your friends
with that old record! Boil the kettle,
take a terracotta flower pot, put it in
the sink and put your record on top,
once the water has boiled pour it
gently over the edges of the record to
melt the vinyl - the vinyl will take the
shape of the flower pot, loosely, and
once it's cooled - take the vinyl from
the flower pot and voila! Your very
own record bowl! (Or a hat, if you're
feeling avant-garde) There is a simi-
lar method involving melting the
record in the oven - don't do this! -
toxic fumes & all that.... 
It's Art! Use LP sleeves as wall art -
or, cut them up and use them as cov-
ers for notebooks or something....
It's a Game! Try playing frisbee with
it!
Give 'em Away! Give your record
back to the charity shop you got it
from and let someone else discover
it's a dud!

The Holy Grail...The Best Shop s For Music Lovers
‘Mencap’, London Road, Southend
With it's shiny green exterior, this looks like a plush clothes boutique!
Go around the corner to the second entrance and you'll be greeted
with another space full of books, LPs, 7"s and cassettes. What they
sell : Strawberry Switchblade, Madonna, Bryan Adams, Led Zeppelin,
Black Sabbath Price : Cassettes are a very reasonable 25p - vinyl
prices vary, from around 10p upwards for 7” singles. 10/10
'The Charity Shop', London Road, Westcliff
Despite it's generic name and the confusing interior, this shop has the
best selection of cassettes/vinyl/CDs I've ever seen - walk in and
through to the back rooms (yes, you'll be thinking you're in someone's 24



Noisy Night: Part 2 - Coming Soon?
Keep che cking www.noisyzine.co.ukfor
news on our next event, dare we do it

all over again?!

house & about to be told off any minute!) and
you'll see a room full of books and cabinets!
Open the cabinet drawers to be greeted with
tons of cassettes, rummage through the
boxes of 7"s and marvel at the shelves of
LPs! Plenty of room to rifle through everything
in this media paradise! What They Sell :
Blondie, Babes In Toyland, Strawberry
Switchblade, The Police, Madonna Price :
Cassettes are 50p, vinyl varies, and they also
have a sign up saying 'don't haggle' or some-
thing 9/10

The Best Of The Rest...
‘Children's All Counties Disabled Fund’, High
Road, Benfleet
This shop has 2-3 bins of vinyl outside, and
stock is always changing, baskets of cas-
settes and CDs are inside. What They Sell:
Screaming Trees, U2, Blondie, Throwing
Muses, Eagles, ELO, Madonna, Rod Stewart
Price: Varies from 20p for some vinyl, to indi-
vidually priced LPs from £1 - £4.00 7/10
'OXFAM', Broadway, Leigh On Sea
Not a huge selection of mostly vinyl in this shop, but worth a browse. The odd 'exclusive' item is sometimes
displayed on the 'good stuff' shelf in the middle of the shop - I saw a scribbled on Bay City Rollers LP there
once. What They Sell: Bob Geldof, Elvis Costello, classical stuff Price: Indvidually priced vinyl, from £1
5/10
‘British Heart Foundation’, Southend High Street
Very busy charity shop in general, and the ‘music’ section is always crowded! They have a huge selection
of cassettes and a bit of vinyl. What They Sell: Betty Boo, 4 Non Blondes Price: Cassettes around 50p,

CDs around £1 3/10
'OXFAM', Hamlet Court Road, Westcliff
Neat & tidy shop with a modest selection of largely 90's indie on offer - mostly
cassettes. What They Sell: Longpigs, McAlmont & Butler, Heart, Q & Vox mag-
azine compilations, Pj & Duncan Price: Cassettes around 50p, CDs around £1
4/10
'Mind', Hamlet Court Road, Westcliff
Quite a large selection of LPs, 7"s and cassettes - may take a while to rifle
through everything though, it's a very messy, big pile. What They Sell: U2, Pet
Shop Boys, Yazz Price: No idea! I could barely make out the titles they had, let
alone the prices, due to their messy ‘display’! 2/10
Barnados, Broadway, Leigh On Sea
Friendly, busy shop that has a small space for CDs, cassettes and vinyl. What

They Sell: Rolling Stones, David Bowie, The Police, Boomtown Rats, film soundtracks Price: Cassettes
are 50p, CDs £1, vinyl varies. 6/10

If you know somewhere great we missed out - let us know & we’ll mention it next issue!

25

2nd hand music styles
by Region (Eh?!)
Leigh On Sea
Respectable middle aged
rockers (Costello, Geldof
etc.)
Southend Dodgy early
90s pop (Betty Boo,
Yazz)
Benfleet Pop & Aged
Crooners (Barry Manillow
and Michael Jackson)

Marvel at this eclectic bounty we salvaged from Southend’s charity
shops: Madonna, Velvet Underground, Led Zeppelin, Babes In Toyland,
The Police and, er... Bon Jovi!

THANK YOUS: ‘M’ & Iain, Trash Monroe, Nothing,
Phil Celeste, Alison B., Nickie Devolution, Andrew
Culture, Steven Rosenberg, Martin & Richard Absent
Kid, Richey Estcourt, Jane, Amanda, Martin Baker,
Shadow Lord, Cafe Utopia, Ox-i-Moron, Infected PR,
Fly Records, Don Cook & The Carmen Pimps, Jack’s
Family, Mushroom Rehearsal Rooms and anybody
else I’ve forgotten/helped spread the word - thanks
so much for your support & help with promotion! :)



On Monday 8th August 2005 Noisy
organised it's first ever gig show -
casing a handful of bands featured
in issue 1, to raise money for local
charity HARP (Homeless Action
Resource Project).
The night was a success with 130
people turning up at Chinnery's on
Southend Seafront to see three
Essex act s strut their stuff for a
good cause - it was worth it - we
raised £230!! Return of the Furies,
Trash Monroe and The Joint
Conspiracy rocked like demons
and recruited a heap ful of new fans
in the process, read on to find out
what happened...

Left: Trash Monroe, Warren (guitar) in
full rock star mode next to Melany
(vocals).

Return of the Furies hit Southend for the very first time and wowed the crowd with their blend of fierce
punk rock and heavy metal riffs. After a set consisting of blistering tracks such as 'Megaera', 'Lovesick
Poem' and 'Bloody Mary' from the band's first EP, as well as a bunch of songs from their forthcoming
release (the girls entered the studio again in September 2005 so check their website: www.returnofthefu-
ries.com for updates on when you can get your hands on that!) Southend were well and truly won over
by the all-girl 4-piece and that aforementioned EP flew off the merch table and into the hands of their
newly acquired fan base by the sea quicker than you can say 'Greek Mythology'! 
Second up was popular female-fronted 5-piece Trash Monroe . The Decision to debut a few new tracks
tonight including 'Needles' and the very rocking 'Pandora's Box' gave hardcore fans an extra-special
treat, ‘Sweet Denial’ was absolutely gorgeous, and firm favourites like 'Fcuk Family' and 'Used 2' ensured
that this set was most definitely one of their most exciting & energetic yet! Front woman Melany sang
beautifully and the band's melodic, slightly gothic rock sounds attracted a host of new admirers and kept
the old ones happy too - there was a big queue for autographs afterwards! (Visit www.trashmonroe.com
for latest gig dates and a load of photographs from this gig!)
Last, but by no means least, The Joint Conspiracy took to the stage and delivered a set of groovy
bluesy/funky rock - vocalist Ryan pulled out all the stops tonight - much hat throwing and a talking toy
Clanger taking over vocal duties briefly, added to the excitement - or should that be surreal quality - of
the final set of the evening. Tracks we've come to know and love such as 'Love On', 'Homegrown' and
'Tomorrow' made up the bulk of the set, plus newer tracks from the band’s forthcoming album such as

Below: Return of The Furies play a blistering set, l - r: Mercedes (vocals & guitar), Jo (guitar) and Kat (bass)

Noisy
Night!
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‘Fool & His Son’ and fast and furious new song 'The Cold' ended the show with a much-deserved bang!
There were smiles all round when Ryan announced we had managed to
raise £230 for local charity HARP (Homeless Action Resource Project)
and everybody went home happy! Should anyone wish to make further
donations to the charity, cheques can be sent to: HARP, 1a, Princes
street, Southend SS1 1QA. Make cheques payable to: HARP.
For more Noisy Night coverage, visit www.noisyzine.co.uk/media.html for
video clips of all 3 bands and www.phoenixfm.com/boa for photos and
interviews with some of us!
A huge thanks to all the bands involved for playing for free, trusting us to
organise a gig and sharing kit. Also big thanks to Mike @ Chinnery's,
Steve Phoenix FM, Dave of HARP, Alison B., everybody who bought
merch & those who came along and supported us, of course!

Photo Credit s: Trash Monroe - Martin Baker
(www.mbphotographic.co.uk), The Joint Conspiracy - Martin Baker &
Manda (c/o www.thejoint.org), Return of the Furies - Shadow Lord & ‘M’.

Right: You’re a winner baby - Kat (Return of the Furies) wins big at
Southend’s arcades!

Above: Trash Monroe hit the stage, l-r: Melany (vocals), Warren (guitar), Warren (bass) & Melany, Ian Dog
(drums)

Below: The Joint Conspiracy go down a storm, l-r: Ryan (vocals), Greg (guitar) & Ryan, Steve (bass)
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Steven Rosenberg is lead guit arist with It alian
rock band Half Moon Bay , as well as performing
as a solo artist. After hearing a CD of S teven's
fabulously upbeat glam rock tunes, we decided
to ask this colourful character some ques -
tions...

OK Steven, would you like to introduce yourself
to our readers, please?!
I've played since I was 14 because my Dad was a
bass teacher; he also plays the violin, banjo and
guitar. Consequently I'm here - but I don't read
music!

What is the situation with your band, Half Moon
Bay, right now? Are you still together or are you
only performing as a solo artist now?
My band is running - but we've lost tours in Japan,
Russia and in Finland (a couple of years ago in the
USA). We've got an unskilled manager.

For your solo material - do you have a backing
band, and if so, who are they? Or do you play all
instrument s yourself?!
I play (but I'm incapable) some instruments - I know
only a few tunes, I play a solo 12-string acoustic
guitar too.

Your music is very glam-rock oriented, what
attracted to you to this type of style?
I've picked up from the glam-rock scene: I was a
normal singer-songwriter before, now my life is a
complete upset - everything is out of control.

Can I ask... as androgyny is very much a p art of
glam rock, would you say your transvestism is
part of your musical 'act'? Or , are you just a per -
former who happens to be a transvestite?
Since I was without a girlfriend - I decided myself to
become the girl I've never had - and the matter rules
(?)

Who are your influences? The guit ar parts on
your songs are fant astic - do you have any gui -
tar heroes? How long have you been playing
guit ar?
Thanks a lot, but my guitar parts are not "fantastic"
- I have too many faults. My heroes are: Clapton,
Gary Moore, G. Gillmore, Harrison, Lennon & Mike
Ronson.

Your sound is very retro & you are influenced by

older glam act s like Bowie, Mott The Hoople etc.
But do you use vint age equipment to record
your songs? Because they really do sound 'old'!
We "probably" use vintage equipment. By that I
mean Rickenbacker, Gibson, Marshall, Vox...

You are from Switzerland, but currently living in
Italy - what is the music scene like there, at the
moment? What styles of music are popular?
In Switzerland a heavy metal stream is on (see a
band called The Gotthard), in Germany classic
heavy metal - only in Scandy (Scandinavia) is on a
more light-metal rock.

What are your plans for the future - when will
you record more music?
We have a lot of songs - of course only a few of
these are good - we'll record at the end of
September.

Thank you for answering my questions! Is there
anything else you would like say?
Thanks to you - my last message is "Help!!!!"

To find out more about S teven and his music,
cont act: S teven Rosenberg, c/o Music Box,

26100 Cremona, 105 Lucchini S t., ITALY.

STEVEN ROSENBERG
THE BACK PAGES....COOL STUFF FROM OUTTA TOWN!
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Z i n e  R e v i e w s
If you enjoyed Noisy! then check out

these local & national mags...
Bubblegum Slut Essex-based zine co vers all
things glam, goth, tr ashy & punk internationally ,
you won’ t find an y emo here! Each issue comes
with a fluff y fur heart on the co ver! Latest issue
is £1 + 35p S AE from: Alison B . 27 Stores Lane,
Tiptree, Essex, C05 0LH.... Black Velvet Long-
running glossy zine. R ecent issues ha ve had
interviews with Finch, A, My Chemical R omance
& Taking Back Sunda y. Reviews, competitions
and features each issue too! Mail order is £1.80
+ 75p S AE from: Shari, 336 Birchfield R oad,
Webheath, R edditch, W orcs, B97 4NG
.... Devolution Professionally printed zine, latest
issue features metal & goth bands lik e My R uin,
Soil, Theatres Des V ampires, tons of competi -
tions, fashion features and reviews. Issues are
£1 + 80p S AE from: Nickie, 137a Br asenose
Road, Didcot, Ox on, O X11 7BP.... Live &
Bubbling! A small pamphlet detailing gigs in the
Southend area ev ery month - it ’s available in
local libr aries or via the website: http://www .liv e-
andbubbling.freeserv e.co .uk .... Barry’s Mag
Monthly booklet featuring gig guide, ads & gos -
sip for the K ent/London area, plus fun features
lik e ‘Barry’ s Favourite Drummers’! A y early sub -
scription is £6 to: M. Sibbett, PO BOX 25,
Swanley , K ent, BR8 8ZU
www .barrysmag.com .... Sublingual Fanzine co v-
ering music in South East Essex & other areas,
part of Sublingual R ecords, the zine plans to
offer compilation CDs with each issue. Issue 1
has stuff on Coldpla y, The Sam I Am,
Hybernation and The R ejects. www .sublingual -
records.com .... Pussy Rock A zine dedicated to
female artists & the female experience of being
a fan. Lunachicks, Honey Bane,Sky Salt,
Dresden Dolls, Sta wberry S witchblade and tons
more are featured www .pussyrock.co .uk .... The
Organ Is Back! In print on a monthly basis -
reviews and much more for £1 mail order or free
where y ou can find it (London music shops etc.),
not as pack ed as it used to be but it ’s also online
weekly too! 19 Herbert Gardens, London, NW10
3BX or www .organart.com ... Trash Pit Is one of
the best looking zines I’v e ev er seen - 10 out of
10 for D TP! Reviews & interviews, mostly glam
stuff lik e Robin Black & Quirebo ys. It ’s £1 from
95 Flamstead A ve, Loscoe, Heanor , Derb yshire,
DE75 7RP or www .tr ashpit.co . uk ... Positive
Creed Cut n’ paste goodness from Ex eter - a
zine the w ay they used to mak e ‘em - latest
issue has Z ombina, P aul Neads, The W ake, tons
of reviews etc. 50p + S AE to: 17a Charnley
Avenue, Ex eter , Dev on, EX4 1RD .... Beat Motel
Ipswich’ s answer to Maximum Rock n’ Roll!
Columns, reviews, interviews, political nuggets,
oh, & stories about poo . So good. £1.50 + S AE
to: 71 R ectory R oad, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP2 8EQ
or www .beatmotel.co .uk .... Exile Off Duke
Street A Chelmsford zine?! wow! Currently on
hiatus, but I’m told due back soon, visit 
www .exileoffduk estreet.co .uk for news on the
mag and their club night too .
If y ou would lik e y our fanzine mentioned here
next issue, send us an e-mail at:
info@noisyzine.co .uk

THE BACK PAGES....COOL STUFF FROM OUTTA
TOWN!

Band Required - W est Yorkshire Area
Drummer, guitarist & bass player wanted for a “Nirvana meets
Queen Adreena” style band. Aged between: 18-25, male or
female. Contact: Craig, 15 Carlinghow Lane, Batley, West
Yorkshire, WF17 8EN if interested. 

THE AUTHENTICS - BACK DOWN T O EARTH (4 TRACK
CD)
This band are based in Loughborough, but I'm informed by
band member Mike that he was born in Essex and the band's
ex-guitarist hails from Grays, hence The Authentics find them-
selves in 'no man's land' over here on the back pages.
Describing themselves as 'decadent rockers' these guys play
catchy punk rock. Title track 'Back Down To Earth' reminds me
of Less Than Jake - it must be those pseudo-American vocals
- and clocking in at just over 5 minutes, is a bit of an epic! The
extra vocal effects on 'Natural Born Thriller' give this track a
slightly sleazier, glammy tone, 'Popstar/Rockstar' with it's sing-
along chorus is the most memorable song by a mile, although
closer 'Retribution' admirably fights for that honour too. Overall
this is infectious, upbeat rock, but the vocals seem forced, they
smack a little too much of the “I'm young and having fun”  atti-
tude to be believable and, well, just aren't that nice to listen to.
However, the musicianship is superb and fans of glam rock &
punk will probably take The Authentics to their collective, 
glitter-clad bosom. www.theauthentics.co.uk
PROXIMA - HELLO MY OLD FRIEND/PUNK IS DEAD (2
TRACK DVD)
France’s ProXima are an unusual bunch. Loosely grouped
under the genre ‘alternative rock’ this 2-track dvd not only
highlights the band’s penchant for special effects, but their
rather diverse musical dexterity. ‘Hello My Old Friend’ is an
enjoyable Beatles-ish number, whereas ‘Punk Is Dead’
resembles Erasure with guitars - and what a guitar! Axeman
Phil Madilian (aka ‘Nowhere Man’) treats us to one hell of a
guitar solo and finishes things off with a burst of sitar! This
band are certainly different and have apparently snagged a
distribution deal for their second album with BMG, so it’ll be
interesting to see what kind of a response they receive in the
UK.  www.alcatrazprod.com Alcatraz Production, 119bis rue
de colombes, F92600 Asnieres, France. Alcatraz are currently
looking for people to help them organise gigs in the UK.
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Issue 3 out Spring 2006!
Noisy! aims to let you know what's happening on your doorstep,
take a listen, decide if you like it, support it if you do - if you don't,
keep looking 'til you find something you do like! Better still, send
us an e-mail info@noisyzine.co.uk and tell us what you think
deserves a mention next issue when we go 'back to basics' &
focus on what's yet to be discovered....
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